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Dear Parents 
 
Introduction  
It is with great pleasure that I introduce this 
first newsletter of the Academic Year. I 
have been delighted with the manner in 
which our new Year 7 and Year 12 stu-
dents have settled into the school. Starting 
somewhere new is never easy but our stu-
dents seem to have made that transition 
from previous school to Twynham well and 
I know that those who know Twynham well 
will continue to help them to settle well. You 
will be aware that our Year 11 and Year 13 
students broke all records with their excep-
tional results at GCSE and at A-Level. A 
little more detail follows. 
 
Examination Results - GCSE 
You will have read in the press and on our 
website just how superb these results were, 
at GCSE and at A-Level. At GCSE 71% of 
students gained five or more GCSEs at 
Grades A*-C which is an amazing feat. In 
addition, the students who followed one of 
our vocational courses in Hairdressing, Re-
tail, Childcare, Hospitality & Catering and 
Motor Vehicle Studies all did extremely well 
with outstanding success.  

As I commented on our website in the sum-
mer: ñThese results really are outstanding 
and Iôd like to take this opportunity to not 
only congratulate the students on their 
spectacular success, but also to thank the 
staff who have enabled the students to do 
so well and the parents who have sup-
ported the school and their children. With-
out superb staff and supportive homes, stu-
dents are much less likely to achieve so 
highlyò.  
 
Examination Results ï A-Level  
Again, records were broken and we were 
delighted with our studentsô successes.    

23 students each scored over 360 UCAS 
points ï which is equivalent to at least three 
grade As at A-Level. In addition, an aston-
ishing 55% of the grades were at A*-B. It 
must also be remembered that these ex-
ceptional results are due to óproperô A-Level 
subjects and not to some dubious 
óequivalents or ósoftô subjects, in addition to 
the fact that our most able students actually 
achieved high grades in four complete A-
Levels. We wish all our students the very 
best for the future.  

The photo shows Alex Hale and Charlie 
Hole, two of the 6th Formôs top performers. 
Alex will be studying Medicine at Kings Col-
lege, London and Charlie has decided to 
continue his music career rather than apply 
to University. 
 
School Council  
I wanted to take this opportunity of thanking 
the School Council for all their work over 
the past year. In recent years, the School 
Council has not only helped us with devel-
oping the meals on offer in the canteen and 
the new secure cycle storage, but most 
recently they have been particularly active. 
The rewards system was completely 
changed to an on-line system due to their 
foresight, advice and hard work; the PV 
(Photo-Voltaic) Cells were installed over the 
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summer which is now saving the school money with our 
electricity (over £600+ since the start of term!) and the 
new student seating area/canopies (pictured) have been 
installed in front of the English building.  
 
This is all superb work and Iôm indebted to Mr Brown, Mr 
Doyle and Mr Bewley who oversee the various aspects of 
the School Council; as well as the students themselves. I 
look forward to seeing their latest ideas in due course. 
 
Head Boy and Head Girl  

I reported 
the appoint-
ment of Amy 
Bowie and 
Sam Haber-
field 
(pictured) as 
Head Girl 
and Head 
Boy with 
Holly Fell 
and Sam 

Cook being appointed Deputy Head Girl and Deputy Head 
Boy in the last newsletter. We did not have pictures last 
time and you will not only be able to see some pictures in 
the newsletter, but you will also be able to read some ad-
ditional information about them. We all wish Amy, Sam, 
Holly and Sam all the best as they undertake these impor-
tant roles. 
 
Academy Status  
We have now been an Academy for six months and the 
benefits are already being felt.  Whilst nothing may appear 
to have changed (at least I hope thatôs the case), the fact 
that we are able to purchase our services from whomso-
ever we wish, together with the additional funding, is mak-
ing a huge difference. Many schools locally and nationally 
are making staff redundant, increasing class sizes and are 
reducing the range of courses on offer to our students. We 
are not in this position but are in the fortunate position of 
having increased our staffing slightly to enable us to ex-
tend the offer of courses within the 6

th
 Form.  An example 

is that we now teach Economics at Twynham rather than 
use Distance Learning and we have the first group of stu-
dents studying Politics in Year 12.  Similarly, we have 
been able to retain the range of vocational courses for stu-
dents in Years 10 and 11 which have proved so popular 
and successful. Iôll update parents with more information in 
future newsletters. 
 
6

th
 Form  

We enrolled 230 
high quality stu-
dents into Year 
12 this year and 
we now have 
just over 400 
students in the 
6

th
 Form (The 

picture shows 
the hall packed 
on the first day 

of this term). The calibre is high and the results of last 
yearôs students are highlighted above. There is no doubt 
that we have an enviable record of enabling students to do 
exceptionally well at A-Level and gain places at top univer-
sities across the UK. In fact, with the new student fees, 
students are being encouraged to look wider afield and to 
consider European and American Universities and a num-
ber are really considering these wonderful opportunities.  
 
A message to our current Year 11 students and to others 
in other local schools is; if you really are ambitious, want 
to do well and gain a place at the University of your choice 
after studying in our 6

th
  Form then it really is worth doing 

everything possible to gain the best grades possible at 
GCSE. Simply donôt settle for second best; work hard and 
set your sights high. It really is worth it! More information 
can be found on the 6

th
 Form Website: 

www.twynham6thform.com . 
 
Student Fees 2012 onwards  
With student fees being raised to around £9000 per year 
from 2012, many students and their parents are beginning 
to question whether University is worth it. To help parents 
and students with their decision making I have put to-
gether additional informa-
tion and two important 
links, on the 6

th
 Form 

Website. Just follow the 
ñGet to a Top Uniò tab 
towards the bottom of the 
home page and then you 
will see the relevant link 
at the bottom of the Top 
Uni page (page shown). 
If you are reading this 
online, then simply click here: Student Fees 2012 onwards 
 
What is important is that students and parents donôt dis-
miss the idea of University without understanding the new 
system and what it means for you. The video and links 
within the above should be helpful to parents and students 
alike; whether this is for the immediate future or a few 
years away. 
 
Summary  
Last year was an exceptional year for the school and there 
is every indication that this year will be no different. I have 
not only been delighted at the performance of our students 
at GCSE and at A-Level, but also with the manner in 
which our new students have settled. Twynham really is a 
remarkable place and Iôd like to thank everyone associ-
ated with the school for all their efforts and support. 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr Terry Fish 

http://www.twynham6thform.com
http://www.twynham6thform.com/gettoatopuni/Pages/StudentFinance.aspx
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Head Boys & Head Girls  

Head Boy ï Sam Haberfield  
 
I am studying Maths, Chemistry, Physics and Biology.  I am aiming to go into 
medicine, but am intending taking a gap year next year so as to gain greater work 
experience.   
 
This year I would like to encourage students to take advantage of the excellent 
opportunities that Twynham provides. I also hope to create a greater link between 
Twynham School and the local community. 

Head Girl ï Amy Bowie  
 
I am currently studying History, Geography and English Literature. My main focus 
is on History as I hope to continue it at university, my top choice being Exeter. In 
my role as Head Girl this year I hope to achieve as much as possible in order to 
develop Twynham in a way that benefits staff, students and the wider community.  
 
My primary aim is to reduce the gap between the Sixth Form and the main school, 
which we are already achieving by working closely with the Senior Prefects. 
Moreover, I hope to be able to represent the Twynham student body in a way 
which they are happy with and continue building those ever so important relation-
ships throughout the school.  

Deputy Head Boy ï Sam Cook  
 
I'm studying Economics, Psychology and Sociology.  I am aiming for 3 As 
and hopefully studying International Development at the University of Sussex 
or University of East Anglia.   
 
In my role I hope to get to know and help as many students as possible, to be 
a role model to younger students and to contribute with ideas and public 
events. 

Deputy Head Girl ï Holly Fell  
 
I am currently taking Chemistry, Biology, Maths and Product Design at A-
Level. I am hoping to study Medicine at Cambridge University next year 
(fingers crossed).  
 
This year, I would like the opportunity to develop an even closer relation-
ship between the students, in particular between the 6

th
 form and the lower 

school.  
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Uganda Challenge 2011  
It is hard to do justice to the Uganda trip in such a small 
space but I certainly think that the words of our students 
go some way to explaining how important the Uganda 
Challenge was both to the Ugandans but also to each and 
every staff member and student who participated; ñA life-
changing experienceò; ñLife-long friendship;ò 
ñUnforgettable moments.ò ï Just a few of the phrases that 
the students have used in reflecting on this trip. 

As a member of staff this was certainly the highlight of my 
teaching career and I think it will be hard to top!  We 
wanted to take this opportunity to thank all of the people 
who have supported us throughout the year and also to let 
you know what we achieved in Uganda. 
 
We left for Heathrow on a sunny July afternoon excited 
after a yearôs fundraising to finally be heading off! An over-
night flight meant we arrived tired but our enthusiasm was 
undiminished as we made our first stop off at Mengo Hos-
pital in Kampala. The hospital provides facilities for chil-
dren with disabilities of various kinds and allows them to 
learn the skills they need to survive in adult life. This is a 
vital lifeline for these students who would otherwise be left 
to fend for themselves with no state help. Our journey on 
to Guluddene (situated 30 miles north of the capital) was 
eventful to say the least as the minibus broke down! This 
did give us the opportunity to enjoy some welcome cold 
drinks. After a bumpy journey we arrived at the school and 
enjoyed meeting all the students and finding out about our 
projects. 
 
We were tasked with four main projects for our ten days: 
 
Project 1: Building a shed that had been re-located from 
Kampala. This was hampered by the ódemolitionô of the old 
shed rather than ódismantlingô. It really was a jigsaw puzzle 
of ramshackle pieces of wood. We also had to lay the 
foundations which involved lots of manual cement mixing! 
Big thanks to óMightyô Mike Dale without whom this project 
would have floundered from day one! 
 
Project 2: Building the foundations and roof for a covered 
walk way between two classrooms, providing much 

needed shelter from sun and rain. 
 
Project 3: Painting! The entire school needed to be re-
painted with numerous coats of outdoor paint. We livened 
up one wall with a mural of all of our hand prints - both 
Ugandan and British. 
 
Project 4: Numerous DIY jobs, including sewing, door fix-
ing and varnishing! 
 
The projects certainly kept us busy and we worked right 
up to the last minute. Finishing the roof of the shed as the 
sun set on the last day! Working in the heat was tough and 
we all got sick of the sight of cement but spirits remained 
remarkably high throughout ï testimony to the strength of 
the student team. 
 
It wasnôt all about the work though! Dinner with the stu-
dents was a daily highlight; the food may have been basic 
(but tasty!) but the dancing and singing was certainly not. 
We enjoyed fantastic entertainment each night and at-
tempted to provide some ourselves!  We also enjoyed fun 
and games with the Uganda students, teaching them 
Rounders and playing endless games of Duck, Duck, 
Goose! The relationships we built with the students at 
Guluddene were wonderful and will provide many a happy 
memory on both continents. 
Once again, we cannot thank everyone who supported 
this trip enough, it was made possible by the generosity of 
Twynham staff, students, parents and the local community 
and I can truly say the students and staff of Guludenne 
School benefitted enormously. 
 
Thank you 
Laura Fyson (on behalf of Uganda Challenge Team 2011) 

Kayanjaôs Story 
Kayanja is 14 years old and is hearing impaired. At the 
age of three he was orphaned and went to live with his 
grandmother in Chiwenda. His grandmother worked hard 
to save enough money to pay for him to attend Guludenne 
School. The staff at Guludenne have taught him to sign so 
that he can communicate and learn essential life skills. 

Excited and ready to go after months of hard work! 

Excited to be in Uganda and to visit Mengo Hospital! 
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Uganda Challenge 2011  
Over the past eight years the staff at Twynham School 
have developed a special relationship with Kayanja as he 
has a cheeky personality and always has a smile on his 
face. Unfortunatley, his grandmother passed away two 
years ago and Kayanja had to leave the school to live with 
distant relatives. As disabilities of any kind are not toler-
ated or understood very well in Uganda, Kayanja was left 
in a room by himself without anyone communicating with 
him. When we arrived at Guludenne I was keen to meet 
Kayanja so was very upset to hear that he didnôt attend 
the school anymore. I was more shocked to hear that it 
would only cost £450 to send Kayanja to board at the 
school for a year. This relatively small sum of money 
would pay for his food, lodgings, clothes and education.  

 
As a team we had worked very hard before we left to raise 
sufficient funds to complete all of our projects. The team 
were moved when they heard the story and we made a 
commitment to continue to raise money so that we could 
ensure that Kayanja could return to school. The most 
memorable day on the trip was when he returned to 
school. The staff and students at Guludenne were so 
pleased to see him back with his extended family. The 
team from Twynham looked on with tears and were moti-
vated to ensure that we keep this boy in school for as long 
as he needs to be there. I am proud to say that we have 
raised enough money since our return to enable Kayanja 
to stay at Guludenne until 2013. We look forward to hear-
ing how Kayanja develops at school and hope to return to 
see him next summer. 
  
If anyone would like to find out more details on how to 
support Kayanja or Guludenne school please do contact 
me on kate.ball@twynhamschool.com 
 
Student memories  
The 10 days I spent in Uganda included some of the most 
memorable experiences Iôve had and in turn it seemed to 
have impacted the students and staff at the school to a 
great extent as well. The more obvious side to the trip in-
volved the construction projects, which for me was con-
structing a shed out of what was essentially a pile of 

planks at best. Despite my prior knowledge consisting 
mostly of playing with Lego, we were able to accomplish 
what we set out to do. The shed will hopefully become a 
small craft shop by which the school may be able to add 
another element of self-sufficiency to its organisation. Yet, 
amidst the initial tasks I was given, there was always time 
to get to know the children and volunteers, occasionally 
get beaten at football and experience the contrasting na-
ture of Uganda, all of which made the fundraising and wait 
leading up to it entirely worthwhile for me.  
David Steel, Y13  
 
Those 10 or so days spent out in Uganda with the rest of 
the team have made up truly the most amazing trip I have 
yet experienced and one that will have an everlasting im-
pact on my life for sure. Though not long at all, the experi-
ence was the most worthwhile and rewarding one I could 
have ever imagined and I think itôs safe to say that after all 
those months of fundraising and hard work put in to pre-
pare for it, it was well deserved by each member on the 
team!  The days passed so quickly but somehow we man-
aged to complete each project to its best, which I am so 
proud of to have been part of. Itôs true to say weôve had 
some of the most unforgettable moments, from spending 
time with the children to breaking down in Pattyôs precari-
ous mini-bus on our way to the school to drawing around 
everyoneôs hands and making our mark on the school 
walls. All I can remember is smiles, smiles and more 
smiles despite the conditions we were living and working 
in.  
 
A special thanks has to go to Kate Ball who has been re-
markable not only as a team leader, member, organiser 
and everything else you could think of for this trip, but also 
for all the endless effort and enthusiasm put into the trip by 
her. She was well and truly the backbone to the whole trip. 
Itôs fair to say that Mighty Mike (Mr Dale) has been just as 
incredible, without whom we would have been utterly lost 
with the project work.  Kirsty Baril and Laura Fyson should 
also be recognized for having to put up with us girls in the 
mornings, as well as being great members o the team too. 
I think I speak on behalf of the whole team when saying 
we could not have done this all without the backing of  

Kayanja ï safe and very happy to be back at school! 

Hard at work constructing the shed 

https://mail.twynhamschool.com/OWA/redir.aspx?C=83ddc70d4adc4043868369e46980ca24&URL=mailto%3akate.ball%40twynhamschool.com

