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Dear Parents

It is with great pleasure that | write the
introduction to the first newsletter of the
year. | hope that you enjoy reading this
edition and to all the new parents and stu-
dents within the school, | offer you a spe-
cial warm welcome to our community.

Examination Results

You may already know that we had record
breaking examination results last summer
I at both GCSE and A-Level. Just some
highlights are:

GCSE

We celebrated spectacular record break-

ing GCSE results this summer with almost
¥ | 1 ) #@E= 80% gaining

sagmd five or more

A*-C Grades

the students
| gaining five
or more A*-C
Grades in-

: cluding Eng-
I|sh and Mathematics. This is the highest
in the school s his
of students gaining five or more A*-C
grades for the second year running is
nothing other than tremendous and | am
very proud of our students, their teachers
and parents, together with the wide range
of people at the school who have enabled
the students to do so well. To have 28
students with at least eight A*/A grades is
truly outstanding. This has been another
hugely successful year for the school and
when this is added to the tremendous suc-
cess of our record breaking A-Level re-
sul t s, I coul dnot
What was also spectacular was that 50%
of all of the grades were at B or above.

grades. Other exceptional performers with

at least 10 A*/A grades were: Daniel Al-
borough, Jennifer Hoerder, Victoria
McDowall, Gregory Message, Sadie Miller,
Natalie Nickowski and Jessica Saxby.
What we must also remember is that we
are a truly comprehensive school and |
also congratulate all of those students for
whom grades D to G represent a real
achievement. We wish all our Year 11s
well as they move on to the 6th Form or
other post-16 providers.

A-Level

We also celebrated record breaking A-
level results this year with an overall pass
rate of almost 99 % and an average points
score per student of almost 290 points.
Both figures are
history. There was also a significant rise in
the number of higher grades and this was
also a new record where over 48% of the
grades were at A/B. Twynham had a
large number of successes, among them
three students (Daniella Bailey, Becky
Cooke and Ambre Doherty) each gaining
four Grade As at A-Level. In addition, a
total of 24 students gained the equivalent
of at least three Grade As at A-Level and

t 59 stydents fainedatleast 300 poimts. tl 0

am delighted with the continued success
of our 6th Form students and these results
are a testament to the hard work of the
students and to the dedication of their
teachers. This has been such a success-
ful year for the 6th Form and whilst | am
delighted with the success of all of our
students since these are record breaking
results, | am particularly pleased with the
results of our most able students i their
performance has been particularly excep-
tional. The photo shows 7 of the top ten

w astutlent$ veho arenAmbre Doherty, Char-

lotte Hooper, Dani Bailey, Francis Nick-
owski, Holly Doick, Andrew King and

Remember we are a comprehensive Becky

school and do not select our intake. This  Cooke.

success is unprecedented and everyone  Not in the

should be very proud indeed. photo are
Stuart

The school 6s top perHapvarthd

Benjamin, Harriet De Laine and Ben Josh

Mundy with 12 A*/A grades and Emma Chip-

Cran, Felicity Heath, Amy Roberts, Emma chase

Smith and Shani Weeks with 11 A*/A and

Emma Nicholas.

Inside this issue:
Dr Fish- Front Cover

t he

Dr Fish continued 2
Drama News 3
Science News 4

Maths Department 4

English Department 5

Sixth Form News 6

Business Studies News 9

6; hest in t
Mu3|c epartment 10
Art Department 11
Library News 11
Careers & Vocational
Learning 12
Student Support 14

Speechh & Language B: 15

Modern Languages 16
PE News 19
Youth Parliament 21
Community News 22
Parent sd P23
Forthcoming Events 24

Twynham Panto Group 24

Attendance telephone
number

01202 495778

Sixth Form Attendance
Number

01202 495745

&

or

n



|‘ Page? Twynham School

Welcome to Students in Year 7 work and the manner in which they were all engaged with

We welcomed 250 new students into Year 7 this Septem- t heir studies. This really is
ber and we have been absolutely delighted with the man- to thank all of the Prefects who gave up their time to show

ner in which they have settled into the life of this large, the Year 6 children around the school and for the many
successful school . | 6d | i ke ttad fs awh oa aH U gppewedweulsl tdo reen& etro
of our new Year 7 students and to thank the Year 8 stu-  thank all of our students who make the school what it is

dents and the Prefects who helped and supported the because it is for this reason that we are so successful.

new Year 7s on their first day with us. To have the older = These Open Mornings really let people see into the heart
studentsdé help and suppor t ofthe sahdoliasd itis aeyy enceuraging that sobmarey ped- i t
good of them to give up their free time for the benefit of ple are so positive about what they see.
the new students.
Summer Activities
Biggest Ever 6 "™ Form! Once again there were a number of activities happening
In addition we admitted 200 students into Year 12 and over the summer holidays. These included the Music
again, we have been delighted with our new 6" Form stu- Tour, the Water Sports Trip to Spain, the Golf trip and
dents; whether they are from other schools or from Twyn- Soul Survivor. It is only because of the dedication of the

ham. The manner in which they have mixed and been staff who give up their own time for the students that ac-

made to feel welcome by the current studentshasbeen t i viti es such as these happen
tremendous and we now have a 6" Form of about 350 them for their time and efforts. These were all highly suc-
students. This is the largest we have been and we are cessful and you will be able to read more about some of

absolutely fulll In fact, we
had to turn a number of stu- L
dents away this year since
we simply could not accept
more than 200 students into
Year 12.

., them in this newsletter.

New Zealand

After a really successful six months in the UK staying with

Helen Bunce (Year 13 until summer 2009) and working at
Twynham School, Matt Hopper (Linwood High School

The BBQ on the field at the student from Christchurch, NZ) and Helen returned to

start of the term was a - 3 ; New Zealand so that Helen could stay with his family and

lovely occasion and helped everyone to get to know one  work at Linwood for six months. She is currently enjoying
another. The Freshers ¢6Do6 lifeinNdwaZealmndasthkir duinmeeholidaysapmdacho a
great success and |1 6d | i ke abhdshethdsaemtlus regula upgaies aout aanunobervfe d f o

making this such a success. activities in which she has be
| am especially proud of our 6™ Form students and the the Bunce and Hopper families for enabling this to hap-

manner in which they are tacklmg their A-Level studies. pen and wish them well as they prepare for University

This really is the best group of 6" Form students that we  after this marvellous opportunity.

have ever had and | am sure that they will go on to great  This coming Easter we will be taking approximately 25

success in due course. students to New Zealand to stay with our Kiwi families

I 6d |li ke to say a speci al tahddwvek mycb hopettodbe dving wittotloekn. | nakieaneth a s
organised the Enrichment opportunities for the 6™ Form  the Head of Linwood and his wife several times when

students this year. There are so many opportunities which they have made the journey in this direction and | felt that

range from Wind Surfing to Critical Thinking and it is great | should also make the effort to visit them and to repre-

to see the students enjoying these additional opportuni- sent the school and the Town over there. We have a

ties on Wednesday af ter no o mgeeatbuhch df stadenss travéllingkard we are jashfinatisk Mr s
Jackson for all the work which she puts into the Year 13  ing the staffing as | write this newsletter. What great op-
student sé6 UCAS applicat i on sortuntibsifosall coscerped.eat | y appreci ated
by everyone and her guidance is second to none. — =
Competition for places this coming year will be fierce and New Studio Opened
as | always say to our own Year 11 students; if you really We finally got there! The

want a place in our 6™ Form then really go for the top new studio is now open
grades at GCSE because you can do it and you can be and operating and the
successful. really hard decision to
convert the swimming
Year 6 Open Mornings pool was clearly the right
We have just completed our Open Mornings for the Year thing to do. The picture o
6 parents and their children 1 for those thinking about shows Year 12 Dance [~ A

attending Twynham in September. These have, yet again, Students, together with Miss Blackmore, having a look

been highly successful and we ran 14 sessions this year around just before the opening - and it is magnificent.

for all the people who wanted to see the school in action. The quality is high and we have a facility which is proba-

| have to say that everyone was overwhelmed with the bly one of the best in the area for Dance and Fitness. The
guality of what they saw, veontrdetors wee grgatiamd very easy tofwork witlei evenu d e n
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if Mrs Stafford did keep able to update you more in due course.

them on their toes mak- Finally

ing sure that we had the | hope that you enjoy reading this Newsletter and | hope
best quality facility that that you received a paper copy of the year calendar last
we could. Even the week. The letter accompanying that calendar also gave
changing rooms are ter- information about the Priory Carol Festival i and whilst
rific and for me, this is this is some time off it has a habit of coming around really
exactly the quality of quickly so please do put that date in your diaries: Thurs-
building that our stu- day 10th December at 7.30pm.

dents deserve. The We have had another incredibly successful year and our

second picture shows (from left to right; Nicola Boote, examination results at GCSE and A-Level have been re-
Claire Blackmore, Sean Campbell (Morgan Ashurst), cord breaking. We have high hopes for our current Year
Chris Stafford, Kevin Haydn (DCC), Neil Bichard (DCC) 11 and Year 13 students and will do everything possible
Geoff Sanders (Morgan Ashurst), Dr Fish, Andy Jones, to help and support them to their success. We know that
Brian Davis and Barrie Cook. they have the capability and we wish them well as they
There was other building work at the school over the holi- enter their examination year.
day and you will be able to read more in the Newsletter. | am always astounded by the pleasant nature of our stu-
The new Science Labs are excellent. dents and the manner in which they are so helpful and
polite around the school. They work hard and engage
Microsoft with the teaching and support staff very well indeed. This
You may not be aware that we have an ever closer work- is what visitors to the school always comment upon and |
ing relationship with Microsoft and a few weeks ago |, do feel that we are very fortunate indeed to be part of this

together with Mr Herrity, attended a meeting in London at wonderful community. | feel that | have a very privileged
their Headquarters. This was to meet their Head of Edu-  position in leading this excellent school and | very much
cation Worldwide as we are one of only a small handful of look forward to working with everyone in this new aca-
schools that they are working with and they are very keen demic year.

to work even more closely with us. In fact, we spent two

days last week with a film crew as Microsoft wanted a With Best

video of the work we are doing with the Learning Gate- wishes — - N
ways and Parent Gateways since this is exceptionally [ w
innovative and leading edge practice. All of this is down to L_""—'l.

our excellent Systems Team (Dave Coleman, Chris
McKinley and Darren White) who are able to write code _
and make things work. This is a great honour and | will be Dr Terry Fish

Headteacher
Drama News

The KS3 Drama club has started Laine, Gerald Somers, Nicola Brown, Liam Coles, Holly
meeting after school on Tuesdays North, Henry Havelock, Sophie Herbert and Pegah Ba-

and has over 40 members! We look vyati. Rehearsals are going well, and | anticipate a really
N\ , forward to seeing what they produce excellent show. Please come along and support your

to perform over the course of this friends T and enjoy some great live theatre.
year. Thanks must go to Miss Coffin
for her excellent work and organisation there. Rock Challenge
OMacbeth on the Looseb | would like to take this opportunity to thank all the very

enthusiastic and talented students who auditioned for the
Twynham Youth Theatre which comprises students from  international rock challenge competition, to take place at
yearsl1l0 to 13 are staging d&hHdBauienouih Pavilionndxtdebtuary Ve dow hawe b e
performed on the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday in what we hope will be a winning cast, and | very much look
the first week of December. This humorous and dramatic forward to collaborating with Miss Blackmore on this ex-

play is set in a school wh eciting daace/drana groject Any studenfs whp lslra intere t h 6
being rehearsed. The lives of the students taking part ested in contributing on the technical and scene shifting

begin to mirror the events of Macbeth, with interesting side should contact me or Miss Blackmore for more de-

and dramatic consequences. tails i we need an excellent technical support team.

The cast comprises of: Michael Rogers, Gemma Coates,
Sean Wellings, Amanda Valentine, Emily Bagshawe, Ben Mr Meredith
Mundy, Laurie Newman, Scott Couldridge, Hattie De-
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Science News

Refurbishment of Science Labs

During the summer holidays and the first few weeks of this term,
three Science labs and a preparation room and chemical store have
been completely refitted. The old dark wooden furniture of labs S1,
S2 and S4, room has been replaced by light and bright new furniture
and worktops.

All of our 11 Science labs are now fitted with interactive whiteboards.
Students who have been taught in S4 will remember the noisy fan
heaters, dark wooden tables and large teacher demonstration unit at
the front, typical of school labs of several decades ago, but totally at
odds with the teaching methods used today. We are delighted with
the appearance and layout of the new labs and pleased that all the
Science labs are now suitably equipped for learning Science in the 21 century.

The conversion was not cheap, requiring the removal of some asbestos flooring and
the drilling of trenches and

movement of drains to ac-

commodate the new ar-

rangements of sinks and

electrical services to the

student stations in the room.

It was financed by funds

from Twynhamés Technol -
ogy College status, main

school budget and addi-

tional funding from Dorset

LEA.

Mr M Dale
Head of Science

Maths Department

GCSE Exams

RUBI K6S CLUB
Make full use of the gateway -

Practice papers and mark schemes, Thursdays 1.30 pm til 2.00 pm in
Mathswatch worksheets and answers, H2
Revision guides,
Mathswatch CD, Mark Smith and Neavana Martin, ably assisted by Csaba
mymaths.co.uk Winter and Amber Smith, all sixth formers, have set up

Rubi kés Club
Yril
Unit 2 -13th November 2009 pm

Students from all years welcome

Please eat before/after you come along
Great for developing problem solving skills
Good fun

Can you O6cube6?

Yr 10
Unit 1 -13" November 2009 am

X X X X X

You all need Maths equipment
and a calculator! Mr Wells, Maths Faculty




