
February 2006 

òAmbitious for all our 

Studentsó 

May Snippets  

2011       Twynham SchoolTwynham SchoolTwynham School   

Inside this issue:  

Dr Fish - Front Cover 

 

Dr Fish continued 

 

2 

 

International Links 

School Crossing Patrol 

Modern Languages 

 

3 

3 

4 

Uganda Challenge 

Music News 

Christchurch Food Festival 

6 

6 

7 

Gardening Club 

Careers & Vocational 

Learning 

Enterprise 

7 

 

8 

8 

Gym & Dance Show 

Project Management 

Essentials 

Student Support 

Life Skills 

9 

 

9 

10 

11 

Maths Challenge 

PE News 

Ten Tors 

Exams Results Day 

Terms Dates 2011/12 

11 

12 

13 

14 

14 

  
Parentsõ Page 

Forthcoming Events 

Year 13 Prom 

15 

16 

16 

Attendance Telephone 

Number   

01202 495778 

 
Sixth Form Attendance 

Number 

01202 495745 
 

Dear Parents 
 
It is with great pleasure that I write this in-
troduction to the latest newsletter. 
 
Introduction  
You will be able to read about some of the 
many opportunities and successes of our 
students within the newsletter but I wanted 
to highlight just a few. Three teams of 
Twynham students successfully completed 

the 35, 45 and 55 mile Ten Tors challenge 
last weekend. This is a wonderful achieve-
ment and I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank Mr Simon Jackson, together 
with Ms Maddi Lynch, Ms Ros Harries and 
Mrs Debbi Martin (parent) plus Mr Martin 
Taylor and Mrs Susan Coupe for all their 
commitment and dedication in leading and 
training the students. This is a huge com-
mitment, undertaken during the free time of 
our staff and without which these opportuni-
ties would not be available to our students. 
Thank you to everyone who enabled this to 
happen yet again. 
 
The Gym and Dance show was also a won-
derful success and the students excelled 
themselves. Many thanks to Ms Claire 
Blackmore and Mrs Nicky Wilkins, together 
with Mrs Natasha Goddard, Mrs Hannah 
Woodage, Ms Emily Moore, Mrs Kimber, 
Mrs Sue Mulhare, Mr David Chapman, Mrs 
Julia Paton and others for making this such 
a success. 
 
You will also be able to read about the ex-
periences of some of our 6

th
 Form students 

who undertook their work experience in 
France. This is a marvellous opportunity 
and many thanks to Mlle Beatrice Holod for 
arranging this yet again.  Maheva summed 
this up as óFormidable!ô  
 

The Employability day was also a huge 
success, thanks to the excellent organisa-
tion of Miss Harding. Iôd also like to thank 
the many people from businesses who 
gave up their time for our students, includ-
ing our own Chair of Governors, Mr Julian 
Burton, who gave up a day off to be with 
us, representing HSBC.  A list of contribu-
tors can be found in the article and thank 
you to everyone for making this a useful 
experience for our students. 
 
The Christchurch Food Festival was also a 
great success.  Iôd like to make a special 
mention of Harry Thorpe (Year 10) who 
competed in the final against Highcliffe and 
the Grange school in Saxon square and 
went on to win the title of óChristchurch Jun-
ior Cook of the yearô.  The standard of food 
produced this year was particularly good 
and many of our students did really well 
cooking in front of Celebrity Chef Lesley 
Waters.  I would particularly like to thank 
Miss Catriona Bale (Head of Food Technol-
ogy), Mrs Ruth Fraser (Food Technology 
teacher) and Mrs Karen Dadds (Assistant 
Head), together with Patron of the festival 
Celebrity Chef Lesley Waters, Food Festi-
val President Mary Reader and the presi-
dent of Christchurch Rotary Mr David 
Richardson who all contributed to make this 
an excellent event. 

 
Academy Status  
The benefits of Academy Status are al-
ready being seen at Twynham. The biggest 
of these is additional funding since you may 
be aware that many schools within the area 
and across the country are cancelling 
courses and making staff redundant. Twyn-
ham is not in this position and as a result 
we are able to continue to offer a full range 
of courses in Years 10 and 11, together 
with the full range of A-Level courses which 
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we have been proud to have available. In fact, within the 
6

th
 Form, we are even extending our range with the addi-

tion of A-Level Economics from last September and A-
Level Government and Politics from this coming Septem-
ber. 
 
The issue of cuts to public finances and the fact that Acad-
emy status may protect us from these in the short term is 
certainly bearing fruit for the benefit of our students.  We 
are also now looking at the various services which we pur-
chase to see if we are receiving high quality service and 
value for money.  Academy status means that we are able 
to purchase these from whomsoever we wish and we are 
convinced that we shall be able to secure better value for 
money in due course. 
 
New Zealand and Taiwan - Urgent Help Required!  
We are urgently looking for families to host one or maybe 
two Taiwanese students from 4th to 14th July 2011. This 
group was originally meant to be travelling to our sister 
school, Linwood College in New Zealand, but can no 
longer do so as a result of the devastating earthquake. In 
an attempt to help and show our support we have offered 
to host the group ourselves and organise a similar experi-
ence for them here, in London and in France.  

 
We have a comprehensive programme arranged for the 
students but obviously need host families. Your help would 
be gratefully appreciated and families will be reimbursed 
the sum of £100 for their support.  
 
If you can help, are interested or know of anyone else who 
might help, then Iôd be very grateful if you could contact 
Mark Coulter urgently at 
(mark.coulter@twynhamschool.com). 
 
6

th
 Form  

Student numbers for this com-
ing September are exception-
ally strong. Not only did we 
have a record number of stu-
dents apply this year, but we 
have also had an unprece-
dented number of students ac-
cept their places. This means 
that our 6th Form will be full 
and every student will be study-
ing high quality A-Levels. With 
our record of enabling students 
to gain places at the UKôs top 
universities this is not a sur-

prise and we are delighted that our Academy status is 
enabling us to continue to offer the range and quality of 
courses which our students deserve. 
 
The recent Year 
13 Ball was also 
a resounding 
success (if 
rather a late 
night for some 
of us!). The or-
ganisation was 
excellent, the 
students brilliant 
and a good time 
was had by all. Thank you to Mrs Debbie Jackson (Head 
of 6

th
 Form) and Mrs Carol Guyan (Senior Administrator) 

for making this such a success. The students really made 
the effort and looked wonderful and I have to say that we 
shall miss them when they move on at the end of the year 
as they go off to university, employment or gap years. 
 
Summary  
Twynham continues to go from strength to strength and 
the freedoms and confidence which come with Academy 
Status are already bearing fruit.  With such a big decision I 
am very pleased, if not slightly relieved, that this decision 
is already reaping benefits for the school and our students.  
There are huge changes happening to the national educa-
tional landscape and I will keep you up to date as they 
develop. What is important to me is that we only change 
what would result in an improvement for our students and 
not what the latest ófadô seems to be. This has stood us in 
good stead in recent years and will do so in the future. 
 
Lastly, Iôd like to wish all of our students who are taking 
examinations at this time of year; whether GCSEs or A-
Levels, all the very best. This is a stressful time for stu-
dents and parents (and teachers) alike and I wish every-
one every success. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr Terry Fish 

Important Notice to Parents  
Change of Date  

 
Please note that the  

Year 7 Achievement Evening  
Is now on  

 

Wednesday 22nd June 2011  

mailto:mark.coulter@twynhamschool.com
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International Links  

We are still looking for families who can help host one or 
two Taiwanese students from the evening of Monday 4

th
 

July, through to Thursday 14
th
 July. The group is an ex-

tended part of a link we have with Linwood College in New 
Zealand. Initially the group were planning on visiting there, 
but are obviously unable to do so following the destruction 
caused by the earthquake. It is one way we would really 
like to help them, by offering to organise a similar experi-
ence in England and Europe. 
 
The plan is for host families to be paid £80 - £100 per stu-
dent (still to be finalised). In return, we would ask that the 
student would be provided with suitable accommodation 

and food and is able to access Twynham School on a 
daily basis. Their aim is to experience English family life 
and culture and help develop their English speaking.  
 
If you are interested or can help by hosting a student, 
please let me know immediately as we are short of time. 
Alternatively, if you are aware of anyone else locally who 
might normally host students and might be interested, 
please pass on my contact details. 
 
Thank you 
Mark Coulter 
mark.coulter@twynhamschool.com  

TAIWAN/ NEW ZEALAND  
 

HOSTS WANTED FOR LINK STUDENTS IN JULY  
£100 payment!  

New Zealand Exchange  
  
As you may be aware, a group of 71 staff and students 
visited us from New Zealand in the first week back this 
term. They were here for a short stay, following a tour of 
Europe. This is part of an on-going exchange programme 
between Twynham School and Linwood College, Christ-
church, New Zealand. The return visit was also part of the 
Linwood Music Tour and their Orchestra performed in 
spectacular venues all over Europe, including Westminster 
Abbey. They also performed here, in Christchurch, at the 
Priory and the Regent Centre and I am sure those of you 
who were lucky enough to see them will agree that they 
were amazing!  
  
Our students, who visited New Zealand last year, were re-
united with friends and many hosted Linwood students. It 
is fantastic to see the lasting friendships that are made on 
this international exchange. I am proud to have been part 

of such a memorable 
visit, both for us and the 
New Zealanders. Our 
partnership is a special 
one and one we are 
committed to support-
ing. It was particularly 
pertinent to hear stories 
first-hand, listening to 
some of their experi-
ences from the terrible earthquakes and how this has 
changed the landscape and day-to-day events of our 
friends in Christchurch. 
  
I would like to thank everyone who has been involved in 
the organisation of this return visit, parents, staff and stu-
dents, and particularly to the families that kindly hosted. 
  
   Miss L Hurst-Levy 

School Crossing Patrol Campaign  
Many of the students and parents sup-
ported the petition to protest at the cuts 
to the School Crossing Patrol service.  
There has also been very positive media 
coverage. 
 
The matter was taken to parliament by 
local MPs.  It would appear however that 
the service was not made statutory and 
therefore at the mercy of local authority 
cost savings.  RoSPA, Brake, Road 

Safety GB, Sustrans and several other organisations are 
in full support of School Crossing Patrols and all agree 
that a loss of service will lead to an increase in serious 
injuries and deaths on our roads.  £30 million worth of cuts 
are to be made in Dorset but the saving from school cross-
ing patrols is only £200,000. 
 

The campaign however continues and there is a DCC Pol-
icy Review meeting in June to look at how to keep the ser-
vice.  As yet no source of funding has been forthcoming.  
If you would still like to give your support, I understand 
there is now a Facebook page dedicated to exactly this, 
ñSave the Lollipop Lady in Church Road, Ferndownò, and 
another ñSave our Lollipop Peopleò, dedicated to the 
whole of Dorset. 
 
In the immediate period from May 16

th
 we will be with-

out a supervised crossing patrol (a replacement is to 
be made but only to March 2012).  From then on there 
will be no -one.  Please ensure your child crosses Sop-
ers Lane on the zebra crossing, nowhere else, and 
uses it correctly.  Can I also ask that motorists use 
extra diligence during this period.  
 

Mr J A Bewley, Assistant Headteacher 

mailto:mark.coulter@twynhamschool.com
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Modern Languages  
 

Sixth Form French Work  

Experience  

 

 

 
The trip to France this year was not only a great opportunity to improve my 
speaking ability but also a fascinating insight in to the French culture. By staying with a French 
family I got to experience real life situations and had to think on my feet, something that would be 
impossible to replicate as a tourist. I was nervous about the work experience at les Ateliers de la 
Bergerette (a local recycling centre) to start with but my employers made it as easy as possible 
for me to settle in and I really enjoyed my time there. The last weekend in Paris was a great way 
to wind down after a busy week. We visited all of the beautiful sites of the city including the Lou-
vre museum, le Sacr® Cîur and even watched a French play. I couldnôt leave without a cheesy 
photo of myself holding up the Eiffel Tower! Best of all, I have made new friends in France who I 
will continue to keep in contact with in the future.  
 
Matt Lawrence  

 

Rebecca va manger un escargot! 

 
Formidable! Thatôs how I would sum up the 10 wonderful days spent in Beauvais and Paris. Our 'U 
drive' van attracted lots of attention over there! 
We spent the first weekend with our lovely families and visited the area, the weather was amazing! 
We then all started our work experiences and were warmly welcomed.  
Soon enough we were all thinking in French and making the transaction to speak English to our 
real families was extremely difficult which shows the progress we made.  
We tasted and did lots of interesting things such as eating snail sausage and milking goats!  
The days at work went quickly and soon it was time to leave for Paris!!  
A tiring but amazing weekend, climbing the Eiffel tower, visiting Le Louvre, watching a play at the 
theatre and much, much more.  
I am still in contact with my host family and  
they plan on visiting me soon and I sincerely  
hope I can return to Beauvais on future work  
experience trips. 
 
Mahéva Butchart  

Au château de Compiègne 

Mahéva va traire une chèvre 

A Paris 
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Modern Languages  

 

I'll admit that before the trip I was quite nervous; the prospect of speaking French for 11 days is 'un 
peu' nerve-wracking!  But being thrown into the French culture in this way is possibly the best thing 
I have ever done!  
My host family were 'incroyable' and working on their farm was admittedly 'assez difficile', but also 
an amazing experience! The week-end in Paris after being in Beauvais was beautiful, I had never 
been to Paris before and being able to see all of the places that you hear about: la Tour Eiffel, le 
Louvre, Montmartre etc... But for me, the best part of the trip was being in Beauvais with our host 
family who were so welcoming and 'gentille', now I just want to go back and do it all again!  
 
Gemma Coates  

 

Au musée de la Déportation 

 
Going to France to stay with a family that you've never met before is really scary, but this year I 
was lucky enough to return to Daphné and Julien, my family from last year. I was made welcome 
by everyone and I was so happy to be there. Every day was different, they took me to make 
bread, we went to concerts, many restaurants and lots of parties!! It is a trip that I will never forget 
and they are definitely my second family. They have even offered to help me find a summer job in 
France. I can't imagine a better way to do my French revi  sion and it's really rewarding to leave the 

classroom and realise that you can actually speak French!  
The trip has made us all more confident for our exams 
and I am so pleased to have chosen to study French at 
University. I've made friends for life and have been invited 
to their wedding in September!   

      
 Phoebe Sephton  Olivia avec son em-

 
The most enjoyable part of the trip to France for me was the time spent with our host families. De-
spite our initial nerves about spending a week with strangers we were all welcomed and soon set-
tled into family life. My family ï Monsieur et Madame Lebreton and their three sons made me feel 
really at home and part of the family and we really got to know each other during the week, in fact 
the youngest son refused to go to bed until I was home to check I hadnôt left! 
We all spent one weekend with just our families, this was daunting, especially for me as on the 
Saturday it was the youngest sonôs 5th birthday party ï meaning I had to make conversation and 
try to understand around 10 excited children ï a challenge for my French. Also, my family took me 
to places such as la cathédrale à Beauvais and Amiens where we 
went to le salon du chocola. Although the week went really quickly, 
everyone was sad to leave as they had really bonded with their 
families, they had given us the opportunity to see what French life is 
really like and Iôm sure the entire group would like to go back again! 
 
Shani Weeks  Heather avec sa maman française 
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Uganda Challenge ñUpdate  
With just a few short weeks to go the Uganda Team have been busy in their quest to raise £20,000 
to fund their trip to Gulledene School in Uganda where we hope to carry out a number of building 
projects to help improve the facilities at the school which caters for children with disabilities.  Dur-
ing Easter the team could be found in Waitrose where, once again, they were supported by the 
very generous customers to raise over £500. However 
the start of term saw two, even bigger events. 
 

Royal Wedding Run  
While the rest of the country was settling down to watch the eagerly 
awaited wedding of Prince William and Kate Middleton, the Uganda team 
were down at the beach preparing for an 11km run in Royal Wedding 
fancy dress!  Miss Fyson and David Steele (Y12) got up extra early in their 
bid to complete a half marathon, running from Bistro on the Beach to the 
Jazz Café at Sandbanks were they met the rest of the team.  David drew 
a few astonished looks from fellow joggers and dog-walkers running as he 
was in a full length wedding dress. The rest of the team were equally well dressed for the occasion and completed the 
run in very good time!  While a few blisters were felt later on, we all enjoyed the experience and brought many smiles 
to passers-by, as well as raising in excess of £2000! 
 
Twynhamôs Got Talent! 
One of the most eagerly anticipated fundraising events has to be the Twyn-
ham Talent Show. A huge number of students auditioned for the show back 
in March and it was a struggle for Mrs Fityan, Miss Ball and the rest of the 
team to get that number down to just eight acts.  The quality of the perform-
ances was fantastic and the judges (thanks Mr Clark, Mrs Dadds and Mrs 
Garman!) had a hard task choosing four finalists:  

 Sixth Form dancers ï the óWhip-its.ô 
 Year 8 band ï Playground Graffiti 
 Year 9 band ï the Casual Fridays 
 Lydia Coupe and Jenny Wren Palmer singing óI dreamed a dreamô 

 
A clap-o-meter was used to determine who won the coveted prize (and it was pushed to its limits) and congratulations 
had to go to Playground Graffiti (Cormac Nagle, Jack Haberfield and Zeke Skinner, 
all Y8) whose rendition of Kasabianôs óFireô was superb. 

 
A special mention must also go to the 
ñJackson 10-15ò ï they may not have been 
the most talented act to perform but they cer-
tainly had enthusiasm and great costumes!  
Many thanks to all the staff who took part in 
what can only be called a óuniqueô version of 
Michael Jacksonôs óThrillerô.  
 
Once again, a huge thanks from the Uganda 
Team to everyone who has supported us 
throughout our fundraising activities.  
 
 

Talent Show winners, Playground Graffiti, 
being awarded their prize by Mr Clark 
(aka Simon Cowell!) 

Twynham staff ready to perform 
óThrillerô! 

Music News  
The following students entered ABRSM music exams 
through school and have passed.  Congratulations on your 
achievements. 
 
Piano  
Stephen Rayner  - Grade 5 with Merit 
Lucy Beer - Grade 1 with Merit 
Hannah Parfett - Grade 4 

Daniel Bell - Grade 5 with Merit 
Alfie Clayton - Grade 1 with Distinction 
 
ViolinðCharlotte Cordery - Grade 3 with Merit 
 
ViolaðGeorgia Miller - Grade 2 with Merit 
 
TheoryðPhoebe Sephton - Grade 8 with Merit  
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Christchurch Food Festival  
Year 10 Food Technology  students have recently competed in the 
Christchurch Food Festival Competition.  Their task was to design and 
make a healthy main course meal for a pub/restaurant in Christchurch. 
 
We are very lucky to have the support of Adam Stocker, a chef at the 
óCaptainôs Clubô to inspire our students with a demonstration and then to 
judge our students at the first stage.  Nine finalists were chosen to com-
pete in the óCook Offô which took place on Tuesday 26

th
 April. 

 
The finalists were:  Halima Ali   Tobias Baril 
    Sam Chapman  Charlotte Dadds 
    Kieran Docherty  Dudley Hopkins 
    Holly Longman  Trisha Mason 
    Harry Thorpe 
 
Students were extremely calm and collected on the day of judging which took place on Tuesday 3

rd
 May.  This was a 

daunting task for any student as judges included TV celebrity chef Lesley Waters, Christchurch Food Festival Presi-
dent Mary Reader and David Richardson President of Christchurch Rotary Club and sponsor of the competition.  The 
Food Technology department receives Ã250 which we use to take out the nine finalists to lunch at óThe Captainôs Clubô 
 
 
The three finalists were (left to 
right):   
 
1

st
 Harry Thorpe   

2
nd

 Tobias Baril 
3

rd
 Charlotte Dadds 

 
 
 
Our finalists were then asked to produce a two course healthy meal for no more 
than £7 per head in one and a half hours. Marks were awarded for colour, bal-
ance, flavour, texture and nutritional value of the ingredients chosen, how the 
meal was prepared and the range of skills that each menu required. 
 
Harry Thorpe  then took part in the grand final of the competition on Friday 6

th
 

May in Saxon Square, where he prepared his two course meal once again along-
side students from The Grange School and Highcliffe School. 
 
The judging panel included Luke Matthews, Head Chef of the Chewton Glen Hotel 
and Tim Lloyd MD of the Captainôs Club. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are proud to announce that Harry came first, partly  
due to his Tiramisu which the judges clearly loved and  
the balance of flavours from his stuffed loin of pork. 
 
   Miss C Bale 

As we are enjoying a good spell of weather and the 
threat of morning frosts is diminishing, the Communica-
tion Centre is planning to plant some flowers and vegeta-
bles next week. We are hopeful that the plants will bloom 
and harvest before the summer holidays, for all to enjoy.  
 
We would like to express particular thanks to Stewarts 
Garden Land  who have made a generous donation of 
£30 in gift vouchers to help our gardening project. 
 
If anyone with an interest in gardening would like to 
share his/her expertise and time with us, you are very 
welcome to join us at lunchtimes to help weed, water, 
sweep, trim and harvest! 

Gardening Club  

http://images.flowers.vg/1024x768/spring_flowers.jpg
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Careers & Vocational Learning  
RETAIL  

 
We are starting to arrange our annual shop event where 
the year 10 Retail students have the opportunity to set up 
and run a shop selling to the public.  The past two years 
we have been given the use of a unit in Saxon Square; 
this year we are looking to run one in Saxon Square and 
one in central Bournemouth. 
 
As the number of schools involved with the course in-
creases we have been given the opportunity to run a sec-
ond unit which will hopefully be stocked and supported by 
Beales.  The Bournemouth unit will open Tuesday 5

th
 July 

and run for two weeks, closing Friday 15
th
 July; we are 

hoping this will be a unit that is currently empty, opposite 
Beales.  It is envisaged that Ashdown Technology College 
and Glenmoor School students will run the shop. 
 

The Christchurch unit will be run by Twynham and Fern-
down Upper Schoolsô students and at the moment we are 
hoping to use the empty Dorothy Perkins shop in Saxon 
Square.  We will open on Monday 4

th
 July and close Friday 

15
th
 July; both units should open on the Saturday to en-

sure the students gain a full experience. 
 
We need help stocking the Christchurch shop so are ask-
ing if any parents or carers have any contacts with compa-
nies who would possibly be able to donate some stock for 
our students to sell; items could also be given on a sale or 
return basis. All monies raised would be put aside to cover 
costs incurred in the set up of the units and hopefully to 
purchase stock the following year. We are looking for 
numbers of the same item rather than single items; if you 
feel you may be able to help we would be very grateful if 
you could pease contact me on 
jane.hopkins@twynhamschool.com . 

 
Mrs Jane Hopkins 
Vocational Learning Manager  

Last yearôs unit in Saxon Square 
where students sold clothing, 

home and giftware  

Enterprise  
Employability Day  

 
Year 10 students 
have been involved in 
an Employability day 
to find out about fu-
ture career options. 
Initially the students 
were given a group 
task to build their 
confidence and de-

velop their communication and teamwork skills; the task 
involved building a freestanding tower made purely out of 
newspaper and sellotape. The task brought out the com-
petitive instinct in each stu-
dent, and there were some 
great results! This was fol-
lowed with a career speed 
dating format in which the 
students then met with 15 
different employers. Each 
group visited an employer 
for five minutes to find out 
about the different industries 
and ask questions, such as 

what skills and experience 
are required for a variety 
of jobs. The day was a 
very rewarding experience 
for all the students in-
volved.  
 
So thank you to all the em-
ployers involved:  
 
Bournemouth AFC, 
Bournemouth University, 
BWT Physiotherapy,  
Chewton Glen, Hadland 

Group, HSBC, 
Itillion, Liberty 
Living, McCarthy 
& Stone, Orbital Graphic Design, Oswald Bailey, 
Bournemouth Police, RAF, Steele Raymond and 
Tower Park. 
 
 
  Miss C Harding 

mailto:jane.hopkins@twynhamschool.com

