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Dear Parents 
 
Introduction  
It is with great pleasure that I write the intro-
duction to our latest newsletter. Much has 
been happening and I hope that you enjoy 
reading about the many activities and suc-
cesses of our students. 
 
Bournemouth Rotary Youth Speaks 
Competition  
It is with great pleasure that I can let you 
know that Ben Mundy, Daisy Wyper and 
Natalie Steel (all Year 13) were successful 
as winners of the Bournemouth Rotary 
Youth Speaks Competition. This is a su-
perb achievement and what is even more 
impressive is that this is the third year in a 
row that the trophy has been brought 
to Twynham, beating local selective 
schools such as Parkstone Girlsô Grammar 
and Bournemouth School for Girls.  Iôd like 
to thank Mrs Trossell for all her work with 
the students in helping them to prepare and 
a huge congratulations to the students 
themselves.  Mrs Trossell actually retired at 
Christmas but continued to come into 
school to work with the students. They will 
now go through to the District Final and we 
wish them well for the next stage of this 
competition. 
 
A-Level Presentation Evening  
This was a wonderful event where students 
returned from University to receive their A-
Level certificates and to meet up with old 
friends. At this event we always award a 
number of prizes for excellence in their sub-
jects, together with two special prizes. 
These were awarded to: Ella Perry: Art; 
Ben Joakim: Biology; Rio Elliot-Smith: Busi-
ness Studies: Storme England: Chemistry; 
Rebecca Smith: Dance; Jordan Arthur: 
Drama; Charlotte Roles: English Language; 
Lindsey Hill: English Literature; Ross 

McNulty: 
French; Natalie 
Acreman: Geog-
raphy; Oliver 
Hirst: History; 
Jack Constant: 
Law; Joshua 
Goode: Maths;  
Kelly Grinham: 
Media Studies; 
Joshua Smith: 
Music; Jonathan 
Browning: Music 

Technology; 
Hannah Turley: 
P.E.; Amy 
Goodall: Prod-
uct Design: 
Shannon Kneis; 
Photography; 
Tim Hickish: 
Physics; Re-
becca Cook: 
Psychology; 
Gemma Cork-
Simpson: Reli-
gious Philoso-
phy; Rebecca L 
Smith: Sociology; Oliver Hirst: Outstanding 
Academic Achievement and Sam Dalli-
more: Firemanôs Award for Excellence. 
 
It was heart-warming to see so many stu-
dents and their parents attend this event 
and what was striking was the number of 
students who now attend Top Universities.  
Just a few include Sarah Grantham-Hill and 
Ben Joakim; both of whom are studying 
Medicine at Imperial, London and Ross 
McNulty who has just been awarded a 
place at Cambridge to study French and 
Spanish.  There are many others and we 
wish all our former students every success 
for the future. 
 
Twynham Panto Group  
Iôd like to say a huge thank you to Ken Dale 
and all the Panto team who made this 

yearôs Panto such a success.  We await the 
final figure in terms of the funds which have 
been raised for the school but we do know 
it was a really good Panto. Our MP, Mr 
Chris Cope, came with his wife and they 
thoroughly enjoyed it, asking to be invited 
again next year. Thank you to those par-
ents and members of the community who 
supported this worthwhile group and many 
congratulations to everyone associated 
with it.  

Rebecca Cook and  
Dylan Brown, Head of 

Social Sciences 

Oliver Hirst with  
Dr Terry Fish 
Headteacher 
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Top University Seminar  
I have run a óHow to get into a top universityô seminar for a 
number of years now and it is interesting to see so much 
in the press recently about the same issue.  Information is 
difficult to come by and the reason I run these seminars is 
because I feel very passionate that students in the state 
system should receive the same high quality, direct and 
honest advice which is so often available in the private  
sector.  Interest is always high and I open this up to all 

able Year 10 
students and 
their parents 
from any local 
school.  Last 
year there was 
standing room 
only so I know 
that students 
and parents 
are very keen 
to know more.  

 
Each year this is aimed at students (and their parents) in 
Year 10 who are capable of gaining places at top universi-
ties; ie are likely to achieve mainly A and A* grades at 
GCSE.  We will be inviting such students and their parents 
to attend the next seminar which is on Thursday 24

th
 

March at the Village Hotel, Bournemouth. Details and 
booking can be found on the 6

th
 Form Website at: 

www.twynham6thform.com and by following the ñtop uniò 
tab at the top. Younger students may be interested in the 
pdfs I produce about accessing places at the top universi-
ties, together with latest news about these universities, 
which can be found by following the óget to a top uniô link 
on the bottom right of www.twynham6thform.com .  If you 
find that you are not invited but think your child should 
have been included then please do let us know, through 
Mr Hurley (Head of Year 10). 
 
Academy Application  
Our application to become an Academy is now with Min-
sters having been approved by the DFE. If Ministers ap-
prove the application then we will hold the Governorsô 
meeting with parents to see if you have any questions.  It 
is important to know that we can óback outô of this process 
at any time right up to when we need to sign the funding 
agreement; so it is not too late to express a view or to ask 
questions about us becoming an Academy. 
 
Twynham Support for other schools  
You may be aware that I am a National Leader of Educa-
tion and that Twynham is a National Support School. We 
support a number of schools locally and nationally with 
their own school improvement agenda, using the expertise 
within the school for the benefit of the other schools and 
the professional development of our own people. This is a 
richly rewarding experience and I do feel proud that we 
are able to support others in this way. We are in the proc-
ess of looking to work more closely with the Grange 
school since they are clearly a ñGoodò school (Ofsted 
2009) and have made huge strides forward in recent 
years, under the excellent leadership of Mr Mark Stenton. 
We are considering how we may be able to help them 
move from being a ñGoodò school to becoming an 

ñOutstandingò school. This is very exciting however I must 
stress that any work which we do will not detract from the 
excellent work at Twynham, and that we are looking to use 
the expertise we have built up over a number of years in 
supporting schools in Bournemouth and beyond to support 
our most local school. Just so there is no confusion; what-
ever we do to help and support them, both the Grange and 
Twynham will remain two completely separate schools. 
 
Staff Success  
Many of you may not be aware that we have a large, ex-
cellent team of support staff who often go unnoticed mak-
ing things work behind the scenes. Without them our 
school would not be what it is. One such person is Mr 
Dave Coleman. He is our Network Manager and he leads 
the ICT development team who write code and make 
things work ï not just for Twynham, but for Dorset and 
other local authorities plus schools nationally and interna-
tionally. This is a highly competent, technical team and we 
would not have the Learning Gateways, amongst other 

things, without them. 

 
Mr Coleman has been nominated for the MVP (Microsoft® 
Most Valuable Professional) award in the SharePoint area 
of expertise. This applies to a group of only 214 individuals 
worldwide with only 12 in the UK. To quote from the litera-
ture:  ñThe MVP award and program was created by Mi-
crosoft to recognise the best and bright-
est from the technology communities 
around the world.   MVPs are excep-
tional community leaders who come 
from a wide range of backgrounds; they 
are teachers, artists, doctors, engi-
neers, as well as technologists, who 
actively share their high-quality, real-
world technical expertise with the com-
munity and with Microsoftò.  We wish 
him well. 
 
Applications for the 6

th
 Form  

This has been another bumper year for our 6
th
 Form and 

we have received over 420 applications for the 200 places 
this year. What is striking is that the competition for places 
is fierce and we are seeing more applications from stu-
dents in other schools than ever before. This is excellent 
and we wish all our students well as they prepare for their 
GCSEs. 
 
West Side Story  
As I write this introduction the preparations and practising 
continues for this major event in the life of the school.  
This takes place at the Regent Centre in the first week 
back after half term and tickets are selling fast. Please do 
support the school and our students by coming along to 
see what will be a wonderful show.  
 
Summary  
This is a hugely successful school and I hope that you will 
enjoy reading about the many activities and successes in 
which our students are involved. At a time of league tables 
and an ever changing educational world it is reassuring to 
see our students doing well and enjoying their time with 
us. The staff here work so hard for the studentsô benefit 

http://www.twynham6thform.com
http://www.twynham6thform.com
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Help Your Child Achieve at School  

Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Terry Fish 
Headteacher 

This evening was held on Tuesday 25
th
 

January for parents of student in years 7 and 
8 to help parents support their children at 
school. During the evening, parents were 
able to choose from a variety of sessions 
including good health (sexual/emotional), 
drugs/alcohol awareness, making good 

choices, staying safe (especially internet safety) and ses-
sions on self-esteem and friendship.  We were supported 
by representatives from the Connexions Service, our own 
Student Support service and a number of people specialis-
ing in parent support programmes. Iôd like to take this op-
portunity to thank them for their time for this important 
event. 
 
Mr Dossett (Deputy Head) and Mr Taylor (Head of Year 7) 
spoke about how parents may access on-line the Parent 
Gateway in addition to giving parents information about 

the Key Stage 3 curriculum and the many extra-curricular 
activities which are available to our students.  Information 
about extra-curricular activities is now available on the 
Parent Gateway. 
 
The evening was a great success and more than 90 par-
ents attended ïwhich included dads as well as mums. A 
key message from the evening was that fathers can have 
a very large impact on their childrenôs progress at school 
and that this is especially so with their sons. 
 
Iôd also like to thank the parents who came along and if 
you feel that you would like other opportunities to find out 
more, or if you have any ideas how we may improve the 
evening then please do e-mail me at: 
john.bewley@twynhamschool.com 

  
Mr John Bewley (Assistant Head) 

Year 9 News  
Year 9 ï Holocaust Survivor Visit  

 
On Friday 4

th
 February Year 9 students were visited by Mr 

Rudi Oppenheimer ï a survivor of the Holocaust in World 
War Two.  The students sat, rapt with attention for over an 
hour as Mr Oppenheimer told his fascinating life story. 
Rudi was born in Berlin in 1931, two years before the Na-
zis came to power.  His parents soon realised the dangers 
they faced in 1930s Germany and moved to the safety of 
the Netherlands.  Their safe haven was not to last for long 
as World War Two began and the Nazi menace en-
croached on Holland.  
 
Rudi then gave an enthrall-
ing account of how life 
changed under the German 
occupation.  Forced to move 
to the Jewish quarter of Am-
sterdam, just streets away 
from the residence of Anne 
Frank and her family, life 
became increasingly re-
stricted for Jews until even-
tually Rudi and his family 
were taken to Bergen-
Belsen Concentration Camp.  
Rudi was saved by a lucky 
twist of fate in that his sister 
was born in London and had 

British nationality, causing the family to be designated 
óexchange Jewsô.  That said, his parents both succumbed 
to the dreadful conditions inside the camp, dying before 
the British Army liberated the camp. Eventually Rudi came 
to live in London with his uncle in 1946. 
 
I think it is safe to say that all of the Year 9s were capti-
vated by the visit and thrilled to be experiencing some óreal 
historyô that made the events they study in class far more 
real, and, as Bruce McDonald of 9JT said it ñmade you 
want to dig deeper into Historyò.  The talk was followed by 
a question and answer session and the students posed 
some well thought out and thought provoking questions.  

 
Dylan Bennett (9JT) summed up 
the whole experience well by 
saying ñI thought that it was very 
interesting and it made me think 
that there are more than six mil-
lion Jews, each with their own 
stories.ò  This really gets to the 
heart of what the visit was all 
about ï making historical events 
come alive for the young by sim-
ply telling a personal story and 
we cannot thank Mr Rudi Op-
penheimer enough for taking the 
time to visit the Year 9 students 
of Twynham School. 

and Iód like to take this opportunity to thank them for all 
their hard work and dedication. So much happens be-
cause people are willing to give up their own time. Iôd also 
like to thank our parents for all the support which they 
give. It is by working together which enables our young 
people to thrive and I hope that you have a good half term 
break. 

mailto:john.bewley@twynhamschool.com
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English News  
Creative Writing Competition 2010  
 
In October last year students from Years 7 to 11 were in-
vited to write a creative piece to enter into the English 
Competition ï We received around sixty fantastic entries 
from all year groups.   
 
The entries were based on a choice of one of five titles 
and some amazingly imaginative pieces were submitted 
as a result.  It was a real struggle to choose our winners 

but these four simply astounded us with the quality of their 
writing and the originality of their pieces: Jack Haberfield, 
KS3 Winner; Lucy Phillips, KS3 Runner Up; Rebecca Al-
borough, KS4 Winner and Emily Fardell, KS4 Runner Up. 
Congratulations to you four and well done to all that en-
tered! 
 
Vicki McDowall and Hattie de Laine  
(6

th
 Form Principal Students for English Literature) 

 

Some entrants with their certificates  
at the Prize Giving 

Our four Winners with their prizes: Lucy Phillips; Emily 

Fardell; Rebecca Alborough and Jack Haberfield. 

Business Studies 
Year 11 Apprentice Challenge  

 
To celebrate the success of winning the Apprentice challenge which was held last term, 11NB were treated to an after-
noon out as a tutor group. After all of their hard work organising several events, the group enjoyed their triumph with a 
visit to Pizza Hut, followed by a game of bowling at Tower Park.  Well done 11NB, we hope you enjoyed your prize.  
 
        Miss Harding 

Save our Lollipop Lady!  
Thank you to all students and parents who signed the petition.  We have sent off in excess of 650 
names.  There has been massive support within Dorset and I will let you know the outcome as soon 
as we are made informed.  I personally believe the safety of our students has been potentially put at 
risk. 
 

Mr J A Bewley 
Assistant Headteacher 
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West Side Story  

The Production  

Rehearsals for the musical West Side Story are now in full 

swing and both staff and students are working extremely 

hard to make sure this is a production you wonôt forget! 

The musical includes well-known songs such as 

"America", ñTonightò and ñMariaò.  

 

Originally set in New York City in the mid-1950s, West 

Side Story explores the rivalry between the Jets and the 

Sharks, two teenage street gangs of different ethnic back-

grounds. The members of the Sharks from Puerto 

Rico are taunted by the Jets, a white working-class group.  

Danger is in the air when romance develops between the 

ex-gang leader Tony (played by Scott Couldridge), a 

member of the Jets, and Maria (played by Bethany Barrie), 

the sister of the leader of the Sharks.  A large array of tal-

ented performers also includes Ben Mundy who plays the 

Jets gang leader Riff, Alex Tompkins who plays the 

Sharks gang leader Bernardo, and Mariaôs friend Anita 

who is played by Hattie de Laine.  

 

Following our recent photo shoot, the pictures of the cast 

were stunning!  Prints will be on display at the Regent 

Centre during each performance and you will be able to 

order copies there. 

 

Buy your tickets now!  

Tickets can be booked at The Regent Centre box office on 

01202 499199, or online at www.regentcentre.co.uk. 

Prices are £12.50 for adults, £10.50 concessions and 

£8.50 for students (aged 18 and under). The Regent Cen-

tre is selling tickets quickly so be sure to buy yours early to 

avoid disappointment. The last production was a sell out! 

 

Sponsors  

We are very proud to have a number of local businesses 

sponsoring our production and we thank them for their 

support. All our sponsors are featured in this edition of 

Snippets and some will also be featured on the projector in 

the cinema.  

WEST SIDE STORYéé..at the Regent Centre, Christchurch 

LEAD ROLES  
 

(left to right) Hattie de Laine (Anita) / Alex Tompkins (Bernardo) / Bethany Barrie (Maria)  
Scott Couldridge (Tony) / Ben Mundy (Riff) / Amanda Valentine ( Velma)  

THE JETS 
 

(back row, l -r) Ryan Butterworth / Will Grantham -Hill / Ben 
Mundy / Scott Couldridge / Jack Ballinger / Charlie Feeley /  
(front row, l -r) Josh Katembela / Jake Howlett / Joe Martin   

THE SHARKS 
 

(back row, l -r)Sam Honeyman / Michael Rogers / Alex 
Tompkins / Liam Kelly / Dan Mundy  

(front row, l -r) Ben Dunsford / Jamie Furnell  
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ICT News  
KS3 ICT ɀ E Safety and Web Design 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 ICT  
With year 7 students learning to manage their new Twynham email accounts, network 
drives and passwords, students have needed to keep up to date with advice and good 
practice for a life online. They started the year looking at the benefits of the Zip It, Block 
It, Flag It campaign.  
This code highlights three things that parents can encourage their children to do: 
¶ Zip It - get your children to keep their passwords private 
¶ Block It - make sure your children know how to block people that upset them 
¶ Flag It - ask your kids regularly if they have seen or done anything online that 

has upset them. 
Year 7 students have also looked at what personal data they 
should not put online or share with people that are not known 
friends. They have edited their own work and discussed chang-
ing social networking privacy settings and made good use of the 
CEOP site: http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/11_16/ 

Year 8  
Students have been producing 

webpages using the Adobe CS 

suite Dreamweaver software. 

They began by learning some 

HTML programming and princi-

ples of webpage design and 

then digital image editing for 

their webpage banners. BSB 

Snowboarding     by Jonny 

Dennett   

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/11_16/report/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/11_16/
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ICT News  
 

Year 9  
Animated web banners aimed at young internet users warning 
them of social networking safety issues have been designed and 
produced by year 9 students using Adobe CS Flash. 
/gateway/subjects/ict/ks3/Year 9 Flash Internet Safety Adverts/

Forms/AllItems.aspx 

Textiles News  
Educational Retail Therapy  

The Clothes Show Live December 2010  
 
Last term, Textiles students visited the Clothes Show Live 
exhibition in Birmingham.  Below are highlights from the 
reports written by the students. 
 
The NEC was divided up into different colour coded sec-
tions, with hundreds of shops, from high street brands to 
designer labels. There were competitions for students to 
enter including Young Designer of the Year, Knitwear De-
signer, Young Fashion Photographer and Young Handbag 
Designer. Moving onto the clothes, there was a lot of neu-
tral/beige collections that became very popular. There 
were also unique handmade items that were priced a lot 
higher than those on the mass produced stalls.  
 

Part of the Clothes Show 
included college stalls 
where they would tell you 
about the courses they 
ran.  There was a dress 
here that was entirely 
made out of thin sheets of 
plastic with patterns. I 
found this an inspiration 

and it gave me 
an idea for my 
next project. 
 
The main fashion 
show was intro-
duced by George 
Lamb and Caryn 
Franklin and was 
based around óA 
Night at the Mov-
iesô with themes 
including Sci-Fi, Romance and Horror. I wasnôt disap-
pointed one bit as the show was incredibleéit wasnôt just 
an ordinary catwalk, it had different themes that fitted in 
with the clothing. The trip was an amazing experience and 
after going once I canôt wait to go again. 
 
I had the best day of my life and it was an amazing experi-
ence and I hope to go next year. I would like to say a big 
thank you to all the teachers and staff who made it possi-
ble, itôs an experience that Iôm sure we will never forget. 
 
Contributors include: Lauren Fowler, Jasmin Begum, Am-
ber Porter, Maisie Lowe, Olivia Thompson and Ella So-
mers. 
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Careers & Vocational Learning  
FUTURES 
Any Year 11 students who have not yet applied for college 
places or apprenticeships really ought to do so as soon as 
possible; local colleges hold open events where students 
and their families can take a look round and ask staff any 
questions about courses etc.  Mark Hannington and Nicky 
Swaffield, our Connexions Advisers, are on hand for ad-
vice and guidance choosing courses and offer help com-
pleting application forms.  Parents/carers and students 
can email or call Mark (07798 581959), Nicky or me for 
further information. 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
Nearly half of year 10 students have been accepted for 
their work experience placements and I am in the process 
of phoning employers for replies.  There are still a number 
of students who have not made choices or have been let 
down and need to choose another placement; I would ask 
that you discuss work experience with your child as they 
may need further help and guidance finding a placement. 
Once acceptance has been received I send out a green 
parental agreement form for signatures and return, once 
you have signed this then the placement has been final-
ised.  Students will be in placement for one week wef 
Monday 23

rd
 May 2011; if students wish to go to a place-

ment that is not on the database I can arrange vetting.  
For new placements agreement must be received from the 
employer and details passed to me by 28

th
 February 2011; 

as a reminder all employers must hold employersô liability 
insurance.  
 
If in the meantime you have any queries about the work 
experience process please do not hesitate to contact me 
jane.hopkins@twynhamschool.com. 
 
VOCATIONAL LEARNING  
Hairdressing  
Two ex-hairdressing students came into the Salon recently 

to talk to students about 
apprenticeships and 
training.  Becky Ball (left) 
and Nicole Robinson are 
both working and training 
at Studio 56, Bargates 
and are thoroughly enjoy-
ing themselves.  Nicole 
was in the very first pilot 
group of hairdressers 

here and has now passed her level 3 award and is cur-
rently studying to become an assessor.  Mrs Palmer and 
Mrs Tardif will soon be taking the current year 11 groups 
of hairdressers to Bournemouth & Poole College to look at 
courses available in Hair and Beauty.   
 
Information is also available regarding other training 
routes such as apprenticeships. 
 
Motor Vehicle Studies  
The year 10 Motor Vehicle studies students have made 
their first visit to CAM Panel Works in Poole; they received 
their Health & Safety induction and tour and are looking 

forward to working on the restoration of a classic mini.  
The groups will also complete job cards for the various 
skills required and learn valeting techniques. 
 
Retail  
We recently hosted an exposure meeting for our Retail 
work.  Mr Palmer presented the plans we have for our stu-
dents and of our wish to work with the community, increas-
ing support for and profile of our courses.  This was very 
well attended by representatives from Christchurch Cham-
ber of Commerce, Bournemouth Chamber of Commerce, 
Poole Economic Development, Young Enterprise, Castle-
point Operations management and Southbourne Trade 
Groups.  Employers who attended included W H Smith, 
Poole; Sugar Mango and Cherish Gifts who also coordi-
nate Boscombe Traders and have already given our stu-
dents a lot of support by helping with lessons and supply-
ing stock for the summer shop event.   
 
The meeting was supported by Saxon Square manage-
ment who have negotiated the use of an empty shop unit 
two years running; Oswald Bailey; Melvin Osment (Retail 
Consultant and Ex Director of Oswald Bailey) who has 
secured stock from Craghoppers and Regatta for our stu-
dents to sell and Mandy Payne, Retail Resource/
Consultant who is helping raise the profile of our work. 

 
Everyone present said how impressed they were with the 
opportunities for our students and offered their help and 
support in a number of ways.  Angus from Cherish even 
suggested allowing the students to run his shop for a few 
days including the ordering of stock etc!   A message was 
also received from Tony Brown, Bealesô Chief Executive 
pledging his support, ñ... those of us who have made a 
career in retail must put something back to encourage 
more talent to come into it, 
let me know what I can do.ò  
 
H.A.L.O. Hospitality and 
Leisure  
Our year 10 HALO students 
cooked their way through 
the first round of the annual 
Yes Chef competition re-
cently.  Five students (Shannon Sewell, Elleanor Young, 
Jordan Staddon, Ryan Laming and Eleanor Butler) have 
been put through to the semi final which will be held at the 
Bournemouth & Poole College, Lansdowne on 18

th
 Febru-

ary.  We wish them good luck for the competition.                                                                                                                             
 

Mrs J Hopkins Vocational Learning Manager  

mailto:jane.hopkins@twynhamschool.com

