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Dear Parents 
 
It is with great pleasure that I write the lat-
est introduction to our Newsletter. 
 
Exam Success - GCSE 
 
You may well have seen the article in the 
Echo about our GCSE success this year in 
that over the past three years (2006 ï 
2009), Twynham is in the top 10 schools 
nationally for improving our GCSE results.  
This is on top of being judged outstanding 
by Ofsted in 2006 and I would like to thank 
everyone associated with the school for all 
the dedication and hard work which has 
enabled us to improve still further since 
2006.  To have achieved 67% of the stu-
dents gaining 5+ A*-C grades including 
English and Mathematic is astounding, and 
as the Echo pointed out, we were the high-
est performing school in the area if you 
discount the grammar schools who select 
by ability at age 11. 
 
Exam Success ï A-Level  
 
In addition you will know that our A-Level 
results were also at an all time high but 
what you will not know is that based on 
those students prior attainment, our 6

th
 

Form enabled them to make progress to 
such an extent that we were in the top 
25% of schools and colleges for óAdding 
Valueô.  This basically means that our stu-
dents did exceptionally well and performed 
in line with the top 25% of schools and col-
leges nationally at A-Level.   
 
You will also be able to read about the A-
Level Presentation evening within this 
newsletter.  It was a real delight to see so 
many students return for the evening and 
to see the exceptionally high quality of the 
awards winners.   
 

We wish them all well for the future and Iôd 
like to thank the sponsors who have en-
abled us to award the prizes.  Their sup-
port is greatly appreciated. 
 
Rotary Youth Speaks Competition  
 
I would like to offer my congratulations to 
Ben Mundy, Felicity Heath and Charlie 
Hole (all 6

th
 Form students) for winning, yet 

again this competition. Also to Alicia Lyne, 
Daisy Wyper and Brandon Scott (all Year 
11) for coming a very impressive third.  
The competition was fierce and we were 
up against schools including Bournemouth 
School, Lytchett Minster, Corfe Hills and St 
Edwards.  Iôd also like to thank Ms Trossell 
who prepared the students so well.  
 
 
Swimming Success  
 
I would like to congratulate Sam Webber 
(Year 10) on being 
selected for the GB 
Water Polo Squad for 
boys born in 1995/96.   
 
This is the youngest 
age at which players 
are selected for GB 
squads.  
Every two years the 
GB Water Polo 
coaches select a 60 strong squad to target 
the European Junior Championships.  The 
starting point is attendance at the Regional 
Training Centres - Sam travels weekly to 
Exeter on Friday evenings.  From here 
players are selected to attend the National 
Academy each summer.   The squad is 
then selected from the National Academy 
and from the coaches' knowledge of play-
ers around the country. 
 
This is a major achievement and we wish 
him well as he continues to prepare for the 
regular tests and trials over the next two 
years.  
 
 
Applications for the 6

th
 Form  

 
We are experiencing an even greater num-
ber of applications for our 6

th
 Form than 

last year and as I write this newsletter we 
have had 410 applications for the 200 
places which we have available.  This is a 
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great testament to how the 6
th
 Form is viewed and this 

shows that we are now the first choice 6
th
 Form within the 

area.  This is a great achievement and I would like to 
thank everyone associated with the 6

th
 Form for all their 

hard work and dedication for students.   
 
This really is a remarkable achievement and when you 
look at the outstanding success of so many of our 6

th
 Form 

students who are gaining places at the UKôs top universi-
ties then you can understand why we have become so 
popular.  My message to our own Year 11 students is very 
simple ï work hard and get those grades because we 
know that you are capable of getting what you need. 
 
Summary  
 
I will make this introduction short and simply ask that you 
take some time to read this newsletter to see just how 
many activities and opportunities there are for our young 
people.  This is an exceptional place and whilst we cele-
brate so many successes we are never complacent and 
are always seeking out how we can continue to improve 
and to get even better; all for the benefit of our young peo-
ple. Lastly, Iôd like to take this opportunity to thank you, the 
parents, for all your support for your children.  It is by 
working together that we are able to help and support our 

young people to be successful in whatever field is appro-
priate for them.  Without your support at home we could 
not do our job so effectively and I wanted to thank you. 
 
With kind regards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Dr Terry Fish 
Headteacher 

Safety Crossing Roads  
 
Would all students and parents please be aware that it is very dangerous to cross any of the roads 
near the school, including Fairmile and Barrack Road at any place except a designated crossing 
place.  There will be a fatality if students continue to cross anywhere except at designated pedes-
trian crossings.   
  
     

Sopers Lane Entrance to School  
 

 
Please could parents not drop off their children on the school site or outside the school by the    
zebra crossing.  We have had an incident where a student was knocked off their bicycle when a car 
door was opened roadside. 

        
   

  Thank you for your co-operation. 

Stop Press!!  
 
Thursday 4th February saw the annual UK Youth Parliament elections.  All students in school had the 
opportunity to vote for a candidate to represent young people in Dorset and experience democracy at 
work.  Unfortunately this year Twynham School did not have a representative but there will be an oppor-
tunity next year for any interested students.   
 
Look out for the result of the election in the next newsletter. 
 

 
Haiti Earthquake Appeal ðMufti Day  

 
The students have made a tremendous contribution to the appeal by donating money to wear their 
own clothes.  The counting is still going on but we hope to raise well in excess of  £500.00!   Thank 
you to everyone for being so generous. 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2002/02054901.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2002/20020549.htm&h=336&w=336&sz=7&hl=en&start=8&usg=__pBcavB9t55_01wcbOPwdwX3nLoA=&tbnid=fS3FhX
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Sixth Form News  

A-Level Presentation Evening 2010  
 

Twynham 6th Form celebrated its annual awards evening earlier this month. This was to celebrate the studentsô A-
Level results and to award subject prizes in recognition of excellence in a range of areas. We are very fortunate in that 
these prizes are sponsored by local businesses and I would like to thank them for their valuable support. 
  
We are also very lucky with the quality of our 6th Form students and the winners were very worthy winners indeed. 
What struck me this year was the sheer number of students and parents who attended; our 6th Form really has come 
of age. We couldnôt fit into the hall and had a wonderful evening at the Village Hotel. Drinks before and after the 
awards and entertainment by the students themselves during the proceedings, made this an evening to remember. 
Thank you to Ed Pope, Marc Haynes and the ñMan Choirò for letting us share your talent and for making us laugh. 
  
This year saw record breaking results and we congratulate them for their outstanding success. Turning to the prize 
winners, first are two special awards; one for Outstanding overall achievement and the other the Firemanôs Award for 
service to the community. The Firemanôs Award is dedicated to the two men who lost their lives whilst serving their lo-
cal community of Christchurch in 1987. It is sponsored by the local Fire Service. 
  
The winners of the two special awards were:  
 
Ambre Doherty for Outstanding Academic Achievement and Meta Paton received the Firemanôs Award, the first girl to 
be given this award.   
  
The Subject Award winners were:   
 
Harriet Schofield : Art ï sponsored by Yas Maybank  
Charlotte Hooper : Biology  -  sponsored by R.I.B.S. Marine 
Stuart Hayward : Business Studies ï sponsored by Slades Estate Agent 
Laura Bowie : Applied Business Studies ï sponsored by Slades Estate Agent 
Daniella Bailey : Chemistry ï sponsored by Reid Steel 
Oscar Sellick-Pilley : Drama ï sponsored by Yas Maybank  
Samantha Barrow : English Literature ï sponsored by Bookends  
Becky Cooke : English Language - sponsored by Bookends 
Lee Kiddle : French ï sponsored by Bath Travel 
Limal Harris-Behich : Geography  - sponsored by Bath Travel 
Laura Bowie : History ï Sponsored by J P Morgan 
Katherine MacDonald : Law ï sponsored by Denisons Estate Agent  
Joshua Chipchase : Mathematics  - sponsored by Reid Steel 
Sian Clarke and Edwin Pope : Music -  sponsored by J P Morgan 
Marc Haynes & Mitchel Johns : Music Technology ï sponsored by J P Morgan 
Danny Thompson : PE ï sponsored by Snowtrax 
Ben Armstrong and Alex Webber : Product Design ï sponsored by Reid Steel 
Ben Thompson : Photography ï sponsored by Yas Maybank 
Andrew Gee : Physics ï sponsored by R.I.B.S. Marine 
Emily Easthope : Psychology ï sponsored by Mango Promote 
Samuel Hawkins : Religious Philosophy & Ethics ï sponsored by Meggitt PLC  
Becky Cooke : Sociology -  sponsored by Mango Promote 

 
 
 

Haiti Earthquake  Appeal  
 
The sixth form have encouraged all year groups to bring in any spare change to raise money - we will let 
you know how much was collected in the next newsletter.  We have also responded to requests from 
students to hold a Mufti Day on Friday 5th February, the proceeds of which will also go to the appeal. 

Dr Fish presenting Ambre Docherty 
with her prize.  

Meta Patonôs mum collecting the  
Firemanôs Award on her behalf. 
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Chemistry Department  

Chemistry students visit Southampton University  
 

Year 12 Chemistry students visited the University of Southamptonôs Chemistry department in January. The students 
spent over 3 hours carrying out an undergraduate chemistry practical in the teaching labs. They extracted one of the 
main flavour components of nutmeg called trimyristin, purified their product and then carried out various analytical tech-
niques including TLC, and IR. 
 
One side of the lab with Twynham students working at some of the 20 
fume cupboards  
 
Southampton University are keen to encourage more students from Twynham 
to study Chemistry at degree level, and have extended their popular outreach 
programme to more schools. Our students were taught the techniques by PhD 
students from Southampton, working in fume cupboards and using chemicals 
such as highly flammable ether in the well equipped laboratory. Due to the 
hazards involved, and the cost of some of the equipment, it isnôt possible to 
do this experiment in normal school labs, so this visit allowed students to see 
what a typical university or industrial laboratory is like. 
 
Southamptonôs labs are in high demand and we have so many doing A level Chemistry that we were only able to take 
half of our Year 12 students, but we hope this very valuable visit can be a regular feature and we will be able to take 
even more in future years.  Many thanks to Lisa Budworth for organising the visit. 

 Mike Dale 
 Head of Science 

 
 
 
Simon and Csaba (left) and 
Nicola and Georgina (right) 
work at fume cupboards 
adding acetone to recrys-
talise their trimyristin  
products  
 
 
 
 
 

 


