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Dear Parents

It is with great pleasure that | write this in-
troduction to the last newsletter for 2009.

Introduction

This has been another very busy term and
it seems only yesterday that our Year 7
and Year 12 students started on their
courses. Year 7 have settled in exception-
ally well and Year 12 have established
themselves so well that | already have diffi-
culty remembering which students are in
Year 12 and which are in Year 13. Stu-
dents from other schools have also be-
come very much part of our community to
such an extent that it is hard to remember
where students came from.

New Studio

You may well have read the article in the
Echo about the opening of our new studio.
This is a magnificent resource and we
were delighted that Jamie and Louise Red-
knapp came along to perform the official
opening.
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This has proved to be a great success and
when we had the Shobana Jeyasingh
Dance Company undertaking a workshop
with students, they commented that this
facility is better than the one which they
have! This from a group who regularly
perform at Sadlers Wells and Covent Gar-
den. We are very fortunate indeed and are
now looking to encourage more boys to
take part in Dance since our facilities have
been a real problem in the past. | urge the
boys to look at what 'Diversity' have
achieved and maybe we can be just as
good.

Senior Citizensd Chr
| would like to thank Mrs Mapes and the
Year 10 students in particular for all their

100 senior citizens from Christchurch

came to the school for tea and cakes.

There was entertainment from the students
and we have received numerous letters

and cards of thanks from the people them-
selves and the community groups repre-
sented. This was a huge undertaking for

the students and the staff and yet it was so
successful thanks to
support.

You will be able to read more within this
newsletter but | wanted to mention it since
it was so successful in bringing the gen-
erations together and for them to share
stories; such as the gentleman who actu-
ally stood in the concrete foundations of
the original school building. Just magical!

Sixth Form News

You will already be aware that we had a
record number of applications for the Sixth
Form last year (over 350) and that we now
have 200 students in Year 12. As things
stand at the moment, the rate of applica-
tions is such that it is very much looking as
though we will have even more applica-
tions for this coming year. We are planning
to take a maximum of 200 students into
Year 12 as we did last year and from what
we can see so far, the quality of the stu-
dents applying from within Twynham and
from other schools is very high indeed.
This bodes exceptionally well for the future
but as much as we would like to grow fur-
ther, our accommodation and size of our
site means that we simply can't. This com-
ing September will see us completely full.

My message for our current students in
Year 11 who wish to attend our 6th Form is
very simple. Work at your GCSEs and do
yousr bestared alidee all, iffyou are capable
of getting the higher grades at GCSE then
really 'go for it' and get them. This is impor-
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tant not just for your 6th Form application to Twynham but
also for your University applications. The competition is
extremely hot yet our experience is that our students are
as good as the best from elsewhere and they get into the
top Universities. It really is worth putting in that effort be-
tween now and June since it could make all the difference
in two years time. 'Go for it!"

Summary
Our current Year 13 students are doing extremelywelland 1 6d | i ke to thank you, the par
as things stand at the moment we have a record number  your children; our students. The manner in which we work
of students gaining interviews at a number of top universi- together is so important for our young people and their
ties. These include both Oxford and Cambridge for sub- success in recent years has been second to none. We are
jects such as Medicine, Sociology and Political Science, seeing this with students right across the ability spectrum
History plus French and Spanish. More interview requests and my view is that we need to do everything possible to
are coming in so | will be able to update you further in the  support all of our students to do their best i and to enjoy
New Year. We wish these students all the very best as themselves as they move through the school. There are
they attend their interviews and in some cases take addi- so many people here who help and support our wide
tional tests. range of students that | cannot name them individually. |

am, though, indebted to their dedication for the students.
I'd like to take this opportunity of thanking Dr Coupe and
Dr Hickish from Stour Road Surgery, together with Mr We really are ambitious for al
John Sephton from our Governing Body. Dr Coupe has thank everyone for making Twynham what it is. We are all
enabled some of our potential medical students to under-  privileged to be part of this community and at this time of
take work experience within the surgery and Dr Coupe year | wish you a very happy Christmas and hope that the
with Dr Hickish and Mr Sephton have also given up their New Year brings all that you wish for.
time to interview the students to give them the best possi-
ble preparation. I'd also like to thank Ms Georgiou (Head  With kind regards
of Biology) who has been working with Dr Coupe to sup-
port these students with these mock interviews. There is
just no better preparation and to be able to be interviewed
by practising doctors is just tremendous for the students.
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Other staff within the school are working with a range of [ur___,_..--,lI W—
students to help them prepare for their interviews at a L
number of top universities and we wish all of our students '
well as they receive offers of places and requests to at-
tend interviews. They deserve to do well and we will do
everything possible to help and support them to get there. Dr Terry Fish
Headteacher

The new Enrichment Programme has been working very
well indeed and you will be able to read more within this
newsletter. | would like to thank Mr Cook who has worked
extremely hard to make this happen. It has been wonder-
fully successful and as always we listen to our students
and try to meet their needs when they make a request - so
we now have a Gospel Choir and Signing is available as
well!
| would also like to congratulate Mr Jon Hickman (Science
Technician) for being awarded t |t| 6National Lear
of the Yearé for the programme ece eted with

respect to learning Sign Language. This is a wonderful
achievement and Mr Hickman will be using his new skills
to teach the 6™ Form students how to Sign as part of their
enrichment programme. Many congratulations.

Priory Carol Festival

At the time of writing the students are practising and this
important event is yet to happen. The staff and students
are working hard to make it a success and | hope that by
the time you receive this Newsletter you will have attended
and enjoyed our annual Carol Festival. This year we have
a larger than usual number of younger students and it is

excellent to see them coming on and growing in confi-
dence and ability. Thank you to Mrs Byles, Mr Cook, Mrs
Corlett, Mrs Holloway and Mrs Wright for all their hard
work and support for the students. We are very fortunate
indeed to have such talented and able staff who give up
so much time for the students.
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School Meals
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Is there any such thing as a free lunch for your child?
Yesthereis 1 please read on!

Free school lunches entitlement criteria

You do not have to pay for school lunches if you receive any of the following:
Income Support
income -based Jobseeker's Allowance

income -related Employment and Support Allowance
support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
the Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income (as assessed by HM
Revenue & Customs) that does not exceed £16,040

Working Tax Credit during the four -week period immediately after your employment finishes or after you start to
work less than 16 hours per week

Free school meal applications i this is what you need to do
Dorset Local Authority has launched its new free school meals applications service and i f you meet any of the criteria
above, please call 01305 221000.

Your eligibility can be checked while you are on the phone and confirmation that your application has been accepted will
be given at that time. If, for any reason, the Local Authority are unable to confirm eligibility you will be asked to provid e
documentary evidence in the normal way.

Once confirmation has been granted you will receive an award letter and you will need to sign the declaration on the let-
ter, pass to the school and agree a start date. Your contact at the school will be Mrs El -Gueddari. Please do contact Mrs
El-Gueddari if you are unsure about any aspect of your application.
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Gifted and Talented

Gifted & Talented Students from the Junior Schools

On Friday 13" November 28 Gifted and Talented students from Christchurch Junior School,
The Priory and St Katharineds came to TwynR{M Mye af't
staff and students on a debate. We began the afternoon by getting to know the students and

then moved onto the debate. The motion was
to steal from the rich to give to the poord.
bate and argue their case. They came up with lots of ideas based on this theme and were
given the opportunity to research the topic too; they worked extremely well in their groups.

se be
udent s

The activity was a great success and we look forward to planning more of these in the future. Many thanks go to Mr
Holmes who helped out greatly with the debate process, Elliot Nolan, Ollie Hirst and Lauren Sedger all members of the
sixth form debate club and to the Year 7and 8 students that helped; Harry Nye 7JJEMS, Lydia Davies 7JJEMS, Mor-
gan Clement 8PB and Isobel Booth 8JT.

Mrs Zoe Beynon
G&T Lead Teacher
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Maths Department
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Maths = Opportunities

On the 2nd December, Year 12 got offered the opportunity to go to Reading for a Maths Conference. This was held by

Mat hs I nspiration. They organised talks by some of the ¢
is used beyond exams. Each of the speakers told us about how the Maths we are learning now is used in their work

place. There was something for everyone as each speaker combined Maths with another subject.

Sue Rowe (who led the CGI team behind
the Golden Compass) demonstrated the
Maths behind this and other films. She
showed how her Maths A-levels helped
overcome competition in her career.

This was followed by an engineer who helped to design the Infinity Bridge. He described how Maths and Geography
work together and explained how the force of nature must be taken into consideration when calculating the Maths be-
hind constructions. He showed us the devastating effect nature can have if not accounted for.

The Stockton Tees Infinity Footbridge

The final speaker combined Maths,

Music and Physics in an attempt to

explain 6The String Theoryo.
analogies to try and make us imagine

another dimension beyond our 3D

world.

A Klein Bottle

There was time at the end for a Question and Answer session. People asked everything from what the speakers earn
to whether they would change their career if given the opportunity. Overall, it was a good day out and we were in-

spired about possible career paths which we could follow thanks to our Maths A-level. Thank you to the teachers who
made this trip possible.

Written by Rosie Vinney and Nicola Robson
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GCSE Mathematics

10 Yr10 and Yr 11 10

Unit 1 and Unit 2
Results Day: -

14" JANUARY 2010
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English News

Mrs Emmsd Key Stage 3 classes have been busy completing a
sons. We read a fiction and non-fiction book, and decorated a 500g cereal box with information about those books- the
idea was to use the box as a 3D advert to persuade other students to read our books!

I really enjoyed reading both 6Tomés Sausaged by Michael
I had fun making up my box and sharing my ideas with my class. We all voted for the most persuasive box- Christo-
pher Gunn won in our class. In 7A1, Ella Melvin made the best box, and in 8B4, Charlie Westmore was the winner.

students have | ooked a

Mrs Cr abb, our |l i brarian said fAThe
the books in an interestin

theydve made and have promoted
in turn has sparked interest from other students who want to read the
books. o

The students have all said that they enjoyed thinking about the design
and customising their boxes.

Well done everyone!

Alex Rossi
8A2

Library News

By the time you read this article all students in Year 7
should have taken home a free book, courtesy of
'‘Booktrust’, an independent charity dedicated to encourag-
ing people of all ages and cultures to engage with books.
It is funded by the Department for Children, Schools and
Families (DCSF).

6Booked Upd aims to inspire ex
discovering new books and authors. The hope is that your
child enjoys their 6Booked UPO
age them to continue reading.

The photograph shows some of Year 7 with their books.
From L to R (boys) are Joe Whitcher (7TS), Daniel Clark
(7JJEMS) and Aran Eaborn (7TS); (girls) Naomi Hewin
(7TS) and Megan Rogers (7TS).

Mrs Crabb
School Librarian



