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Dear Parents

It is with great pleasure that | write the intro-
duction to our latest Newsletter. Much has
been happening and | hope that you enjoy
reading about the many successes of our
students.

West Side Story

This has been another busy term but the
Aicing on the cakebo
Story and you will be able to read about
this wonderful production in the newsletter,
together with the review by Ellie Cowley
from the Bournemouth Echo. Those par-
ents and students who saw the production
in the Regent Centre will know just how
good this was. The acting was superb, the
singing brilliant, the music wonderful and
the dancing excellent. Everything worked
together and 186d | ik
either took part, worked behind the scenes
or who supported the show for making it
such a wonderful success. This is, actually,
a very difficult musical to perform and many
schools will not attempt it for this reason.
However, our students did so magnificently
T many congratulations to everyone.

Academy Status 1 The first in Dorset

Firstly 16d Ilike to
came to the meeting
ernors to hear about us becoming an Acad-
emy and to give their views. This has been
a complex process but | am very pleased to
let you know that Ministers have approved

our application and that we will be an Acad- Inside this issue:
emy with effect from 1% April 2011. We are Dr Fish- Front Cover
the first school to convert to Academy
status within Dorset and what this means
for us is both additional funding and the
freedom to buy our services from whom we
wish. The funding is very welcome in a
time of cuts in public expenditure and this
may protect us from having to cut staff or
reduce the number of courses and activities
available to students; something which is
happening to many schools across the
country. The ability to buy services from
whomsoever we please will also bring bet-
ter value for money as well.
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It is worth stressing that nothing will actually Sixth Form Geography 7
change at the school. Our name is still
Twynham School and our uniform and ad- )
missions policies remain as they were be- ~ English News 7
fore the change in status. Outwardly, noth- Year 8 & 9 Mock Trial S

ing will change and | hope that we shall be Student Council
hkdedo invest b ==
additional fund-
ing to improve
our sports provi-

. Uganda Challenge 9

sion. More on International Links 9

this in due

course. Student Support 10
. Careers & Vocational

Vocational Learnin 15

Education 9

&outwitl betaliiea
to read about
these st
activities in the - - :
newsletter but | PR Term Dates 2012012 18
wanted to stress just how importantthese  psr ent s 6 P:19
courses are to us and our students. Over Forthcoming Events 20
400 students from nine different schools Dimensions 20
across Bournemouth, Poole and Dorset
access these courses due to the exception-
lly kigh kualitylprevisipraat Tevpnhasn. w h 8
Woutmby have read sabout theoW ol Repagto |V aAttendance Telephone
(http://www.education.gov.uk/16to19/ Number
qualificationsandlearning/a0074953/review-
of-vocational-education-the-wolf-report) 01202 495778
and what is so encouraging is that the ap-
proach which we have taken in recent :
years with respect to vocational education Sixth Form Attendance
has been justified as being the right one. Number

We never did use vocational equivalences 01202 495745

to boost our league table position and we
would have nothing to do with Diplomas!
We have always invested in the courses
which we felt would be right for our stu-

dents and which would be an excellent @
foundation for either further study or

\@ ews 13
: ommunity News 16
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apprenticeships. The success of the students following Supporting The Grange School

these courses has been superb and | hope that you will You will have read that we have been talking with The

take a few minutes to read about just some of them in this Grange School to see how we may be able to support

newsletter. them to move from being a 6Goo
60Out standingbé school . You may

Top University Evening ton, the current Head of The Grange is leaving soon to

On 26" March I led a seminar on how to get to a top Uni-  take up the Headship of a larger school in Wiltshire. Mr

versity for our able Year 10 students as well as those from Stenton and his team have worked wonders at The

other schools in the area. The Village Hotel was packed  Grange and you will be aware that their results and stu-

out as people listened intently. | believe passionately that dent numbers have risen significantly in recent years. The

state school students deserve the same high quality and  Governors of the Grange will be appointing a new Head-

6no nonsensed advice whi ch tpachentoatakeoves tomdloStentsntanddng mle willbe f t e n
get as a matter of course and | have run these seminars one of supporting and assisting the new Headteacher i |

for a number of years. Over 200 people packed out the will not be the Headteacher of The Grange. Please do

hall and if any parents or students are interested in more  note that despite many rumours, The Grange and Twyn-

information about this then there is information which | ham will remain two completely separate schools with
have put on the 6™ Form website at: http:/ completely separate admissions into the main school and
www.twynham6thform.com/gettoatopuni/Pages/ the 6™ Form. Nothing will change 1 this is all about us

helping and supporting The Grange with their continued
improvement and | hope that you will feel as honoured as |
do that Twynham is able to help.

Trips and Visits

Since Christmas the Innovation Project has taken students

to New York, our Geographers have been to Naples and

our Historians have been to Auschwitz. Closer to home

our Geographers have been to Fawley, English students

have been to the British Library and students from Years 8

and 9 have taken part in a Mock Trial at the law courts.

These activities really do enr
Il ife experiences and | 6d I|ike
time to organise and run them for the students.

Summary

This has been a superbly succe
thank all our staff for their unstinting work for the students.

| 6d also |like to thank you, th
default.aspx On this page are links to pdfs which | have with our young people. This is a great school and our stu-
produced for students and parents. Please do feel free to dents are a delight to be with. | hope that you have a

have a look whichever year group your child is in. We good Easter break and | look forward to the summer term.

have seen a dramatic increase in the number of students

getting to top universities Yaussginceraly s student
career prospects significantly. 1 am convinced that sound —

advice which puts the studentsd intel [ WS key: f
ahead, think tactically, select the most appropriate A- "-"""‘.I

Levels, join a sixth form that knows what it is talking about b .

and which provides specialist coaching when applying to
uni versityo.

Dr Terry Fish
Maths News
Years 9 and 10 Maths Reminder
) 54 o) 5.
. : 9
10 You need to order your maths revision materials: 10

Revision book for the entire 2 year course: £5
Mathswatch CD: £3.50

Please bring in cash or cheque payable to Twynham School to Mr Chapman.

All orders to be received by Thursday 28th April


http://www.twynham6thform.com/gettoatopuni/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.twynham6thform.com/gettoatopuni/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.twynham6thform.com/gettoatopuni/Pages/default.aspx
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Art & Photography News

Paris 2011 earned rest,
some good

During this last February half term holiday, the Twynham  French cuisine
Art and Photography staff took 20 6" Form students ona  and a small drop
tour to Northern France and Paris. The trip started with a  of red wine (for
pick up from school on the Friday evening, before heading the teachers!)
off for our channel crossing, departing from Portsmouth.
All went very smoothly, with everyone on time, and to our  The whole week-
pleasure, we boarded a half empty ship on our nighttime  end was jam
crossing. Entertainment was specifically laid on for us, but packed and ex-
the highlight for the teachers was to see Jacob Whitney tremely busy, but

and Callum Howat-Maxted strutting their stuff on the everyone seemed
dance floor i on their own!! Almost as impressive as Mr to enjoy them-
Eerieous, the magician! selves and gain a
great deal from
We arrived in France early on the Saturday morning be- what they had

fore heading off towards Mont St. Michel. Here we were  seen and done.
able to spend some time exploring the incredible architec- We had to depart
ture and more magnificent cafes, with sketchbooks and from Paris on the
cameras at the ready. Once again, everyone returned on ~ Monday morning
time and we set off on the next stage of our tour, towards  ready for our
Paris. We arrived at our hodriveapto Calais
ternoon and were treated to a three course meal and time and a quick stop
to settle in to our at a Hypermarche.
rooms before our

first adventure into The whole group of students were superb company and
the city. This is defi- as our bus driver mentioned, probably the best group he
nitely one of the had ever had the pleasure to take on a trip. As their
highlights of any trip  teachers, we would like to echo this; they were a lovely

to Paris, a cruise on  group to take away and it was very rewarding to hear them
the River Seine by  talk about their experiences.

night, with the city lit

up all around. Once | would also like to say a huge thanks to all of the Art and
more, cameras were Photography staff who gave up their holiday to support the
on duty and in con-  trip and make it such a success.

stant use.

¢ The following day we
were all up bright
and early, looking
forward to the day
ahead. Itwas a little
bit wet, but that was-
nét going to stop us. Our
and Montmartre. Our bus driver lan was fantastic, but he
did rely very heayvi Whichdidlead i
us to getting stuck in the coach up some very tight little
alleys! However, we did finally arrive and managed to
spend some quality time sketching, taking photos and vis-
iting the Dali museum.

We soon had to push on, so we were quickly back on the
bus and making our way to t
later on to the Pompidou Centre. Both galleries were ex-
cellent and allowed us to study some outstanding artworks
from a huge range of artists, designers and photogra-
phers. Mark Coulter

Head of Art & Photography

There was little time to rest and our last stop for the day
was the Latin Quarter, where we enjoyed some well
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West Side Story

After six months of rehearsals, the show is f WeasaSide$tonover é
at the Regent Centre in March was a great success. The students were outstanding and | cannot thank them enough

for all their hard work and dedication. They were a real credit to the school and | think that all of the performances

were a true reflection of their incredible level of skill and tal-
ent.

As many of you know West Side Story is a notoriously diffi-
cult show to stage, with the challenging music making the
singing and dancing very hard to rehearse and choreograph.
However, the students did this with true style, throwing them-
selves at every scene and note with professionalism and
enthusiasm. We had students ranging from Year 7 to Year
13 take part and they really did rise to every challenge we
threw at them!

| would also like to say a huge thank you to everyone who
came and saw the show. We sold an incredible number of
tickets and even had a full house on Saturday night! This is
unprecedented at Twynham and shows how much we were

supported by friends and family of the school. Everyone we spoke to was also incredibly complimentary and it was so
nice to hear such great comments.

I think this was summed up best by Ellie Cowley from the
Bournemouth Echo:

AWest Side Story, Regent Centr
and energetic, Twynham School 6
impressive production.

e,
S

Teeming with the contradictory pulls of the passions of youth

and the brutal nature of oOreal I
under currents exploring racism, class snobbery, hope, inno-

cence and romance are a heady mix to grapple with, and the

cast did so with maturity and spirit.

Hattie De Laine gave a fiery, talented performance as Anita,

while Ben Mundy took to gangster Riff with confident, rakish
bravado. Bethany Barrie sweetly displayed Mariabs hopeful
Couldridge as thoughtful dreamer Tony.

Talented singers all, there are excellent, well thought out and well-characterised performances too from the rest of the

cast, all of whom appeared to attack their parts, however small, with relish. Detailed choreography also formed an im-
pressive arm of the production and fl ooded particularly e
racing plot can present a challenge to stage, but clever use of animated backgrounds with a simple scaffold structure

allowed performers to shine whilst placing audiences firmly within the right setting.

Enjoyable and i mpressive, t
wi || be worth keeping an ey

We really couldnét have ach
help and support of everyone involved. The staff were truly
brilliant and | want to say a big thank you to everyone who
contributed their time and effort.

|l 6m sure | speak for everyo
treasure this experience and keep the memories with us for
a long time to come. | know the friendships which the stu-
dents made wil |l be I asting
deavours!!
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West Side Story

WELL DONE AND THANK YOU TO EVERYONE!
Miss Coffin and the West Side Story Team

Karen Dadds at Christchurchos

Agent Zigzag is based upon the true account of scoundrel,
and double agent, Eddie Chapman. Chapman, code-
named 6zi gz ag &nglishmarsto be laveardedn | y
the Iron Cross for his services to Germany!

The story of Eddie Chapman is at times unbelievable, yet

utterly compelling and as such was made into a film in

1966 called Triple Cross; however such is the brilliance of
Macintyreds new book Uoffeahes scr e
been asked to work with director Mike Newell on an adap-

tion of the book for film.

Giving away the books to Head Teacher Dr. Terry Fish,

Saturday evening 5" March saw over 20,000 people Karen Dadds and members of the
across the country who are passionate about books giving Story cast at the Regent Centre on Saturday night; Brian

away a Million free copies of 25 various titles as part of Edgeley said he was pleased to be able to donate the

World Book Night 2011. Locally, avid reader BrianEdge- books to the School . Karen Da

ley was found giving away his box of 48 free copies of Ben happy to receive the books on behalf on the school which
Macintyrebs O0Agent Zigzagbd woulTdvymér auns &at hioro | Brsg ISIEENKCOor t h
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Year 12 History

Trip to Auschwitz

On the 23" March, along with 200 students from across
the South West, we began what turned out to be a life
changing experience. We set off at 4.00 am for Exeter air-
port where we had a 2 hour flight to Krakow, Poland. Once
we arrived we travelled to Oswiecim, where we stopped at
a pre-war Jewish cemetery. While there we discovered
that during the war the grave stones had been dug up and
used as paving slabs around the town by the Nazis. How-
ever, after the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the survi-
vors who previously lived in Oswiecim returned to collect
the grave stones and returned them to the cemetery. They
are not in the correct places but this is symbolic of the
strength of the Jewish community.

Despite a
number of
Jewish survi-
Vors returning
to Oswiecim
after the war
there are no
Jews living in
the town to-
day, whereas
before the war
the population
had been over
50% Jewish. The last Jewish survivor that lived in the town
was Shimshon Klueger but he died in 2000 and is now
buried in the Jewish cemetery.

After this we drove to Auschwitz, which was primarily for
political prisoners, prisoners of war, Roma and Sinti, and
Jews. Led by our Polish tour guide we walked under the
infamous O6Arbeit Macht
make you freed) and
here were 24 barracks, many of which are now used as
part of the Auschwitz museum. Inside the barracks were
photographs, documents and personal possessions of the
prisoners which had been confiscated upon arrival to the
camp. These buildings were incredibly emotional and
thought provoking. In addition, at Auschwitz we went into

Frei
entered

the only remaining gas chamber which we found was a
very chilling experience.

Next we went to Birkenau (Auschwitz Il) where we were
incredibly lucky to go up into the watchtower, where you
can fully appreciate the vastness of the camp. Though
much of the camp was burnt at the end of the war, the
chimneys from each of the barracks still remain and you
can imagine just how many people were detained within
the camp perimeter. A few of the wooden barracks have
been reconstructed to demonstrate the conditions the peo-
ple in the camps had to endure; they were cramped, cold
and dirty.

Towards the

end of the day

when we had

finished our

tour of Birke-

nau, we gath-

ered at the end

of the railway

which

stretches

across the

camp and had a memorial service led by Rabbi Barry Mar-
cus, where we stopped to think about what we had seen
and heard during the day.

Overall, the trip to Auschwitz, though very emotional, was
incredibly worthwhile. It is vitally important that people
continue to learn and visit the sites of the Holocaust in or-
der to pass on what they have learnt to ensure that noth-
ing as terrible as the Holocaust ever happens again.

This was an opportunity for two 6th form students (Amy
Bowie and Alex Charlesworth) and me to go to Auschwitz
for the day, with a preparation and a follow up seminar,
both held in Exeter. The organisation behind is it the Holo-
caust Educational Trust, and they run several such trips
throughout the year, in all regions. It's subsidised by the
government and the aim is to extend the knowledge of
students so that they can come back and carry out out-
reach work in school and beyond.

Mrs J Turner

0 si ted O6Wor k wi
f

enced

ar ea.



